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FOREWARD 
1983 has b een a year of momentous expansion for Newham Monitoring 
Project. Our Secretary's Report for 1982 concluded "The Project 
can look forward to a year ( 1983) in which we will achieve even 
more and in which I hope we will really s�art ·to ma-ke. an impact 
on the level of racial and police harassment�. in the Borough." 

"'· "'� "� " . :p'· • . �:. .
. 
� .. 1983 was a year in which we h�ve started td �a�e·�ignific�nt h�ad-

. • � 'to\ •• • � •• • • •;. .... • 

way in thl.s respect. The �ettirig up of . the� ?4':-.h�·ui' ··em�rgency 
servi cc, the successful press conference in .M�-rch '�hi�h .h:i,g�_l..ighted 

the 'climate of tension and fear' in London'&� Ea·st End, the Newham 
8 case whi ch attracted enormous local and. nadonal'i.ty- .pablicity 

: . .. 

and evoked a debate around the \vhole question·:.-of rac.ipl. attacks 
and self-defence, can be seen as evl.dence of this: 

.'• 

\�hen N!"IP was set up in 1980 after the rac i st murd-er of Akhtar Ali 
Baig its brief was to monitor the lev e l and. extent of racial 
at tacks in the Borough and the response of the .police and local 
authority. However, with the cases \vhich we started to handle 

and have handled ever since , it became increa.singly clear that 

the response of the police not only left a lot to be desired but 

that we were also dealing with cases of police racism, harassment, 

for example, stop and search, detention without charge for an 

unreasonable length of time , etc., and in many cases physical 
abuse and violence. The emphasis of our work thus shifted in line 
with the nature and magnitude of the cases we were handling. 

We were increasingly forced to question the role of the police 

in not only cases involving racial attacks, but also in a situation 

where, according to the people coming in to see us, they were per

ceived to be a major problem. Our work consequently ranges from 

monitoring racial attacks and the response of the police to cases 

of police harassment and the abuse of people's rights . We also 
perceived a need if we were going to achieve a fundamental change 

in society to identify issues raised by the cases we w·e·re handling 
and get local people themselves to act upon these issues to achieve 
Jasting change. This is done through campaigns which n'ow form 
an .imporLant parl of our work. In 1984 we hope to consol·lclnt.< 

and expand upon our work in 1983. The problem or rociAm nnd rnr.ln:l 

o.t:Lncks in Ncwhnm rornEttn lmr.icnse; che chn.L.Ion�oo rPr''"''' lou. 

C:tlltlln•n. l{nllutllll, NMP Mllllll"t,llll'llll Cununll l;t.HJ, 

' � 

INTRODUCTION 
The Newham Monitoring Project (NMP) was first formed in early 
1980, following the brutal murder of Ali Akhtar Baig on the 
High Street in East Ham, Newham. 

It was initially made up of concerned members of the Asian and 

Afro-Caribbean communities, but since then has expanded to 

include local community organisations, white anti-racist groups, 

members of the clergy, councillors, teachers, community workers 
and social workers. 

The Project was first granted funding by the GLC Police Comm
ittee in June 1982, when one full-time worker was employed. 
Since then further funding has been granted to employ two more 
workers to fulfil the expanding areas of work within the Pro

ject. 

With regards to the nature and function of the Project, Newham 

Monitoring Project exists to monitor racism and racist attacks 
in Newham and the police and local authority response t o  such 
attacks. As a police monitoring group we believe that the pre
sent concessions to accountability such as Liaison Commit tees, 
are meaningless and are a purely cosmetic exercise and thus 
we campaign for a police accountability to you, the rate payer 
of the Borough. 

We set about to perform our functions by, 

* S etting up a 24-hour emergency service which seeks to provide 
support to those attacked and harassed by the racist elements 
or detained and harassed by the police 

>!< Giving help, advice and support to people facing racial and 
police harassment 

>!< N onitoring the activities of the Metropolitan Police oper
ating inside the Borough, gathering detailed information 

about routine policies and behaviour, specific incidents, 
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raci�J harassment by the police and the failure of the police 

to respond to complaints of racial attacks and abuse. 

PubJ icising this information as widely as possible, and 

rcPd i ng H tu local councillors, Members of Parliament and 

to the' CLC Police Committee. 

In i dAting and developing campaigns around individual cases, 

LO confronL the force of institutionalised police racism 

against Black people in Newham. 

L·iaising \oJith other organisations so as to share and learn 

from each others' experience and at the same time prov1.de 

necessary support for these organisations' activities. 

Thj s report is an attempt to describe the experience of Black 

people in Newham. No amount of words can describe the sufferings 

of people who have been racially attacked, \,•ho have had their 

houses vandalised by the police or have suffered at the hands 

of police brutality. It is an attempt to place on record cases 

and issues which you will probably never hear through other 

channels. 

" " '·. IT ' 

"(· �i ( 
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CASEWORK 
Casework is an important aspect of our work. It not only provides 

us with an overall picture of police and racial harassment in the 

Borough of Newham, but the increase in harassment over the last 

few months means that a considerable amount of our time is now 

spent on considering different ways with which to tackle cases. 

The victim of each attack, either from civilian racist elements 

or the police, plays a central role in considering how to respond 

to his/her case. In each stage, our policy has always been to 

consult and reconsider both with the victim and with other legal 

agencies/individuals concerned. \.Je aim to provide sympathy and 

support, legal and extra-legal advice and additionally to consider 

the use of every possible method in the action to be taken. 

To date, we have never placed too great an emphasis upon the role 

of statistics. This emphasis has changed very little. We \vould 

argue that one racial attack or one case of police harassment is 

one too many. We will not tolerate even one. 

We do not see casework in its traditional picture of writing 

letters and making telephone calls. We do not think that contain

ing racism will help it to go away. Because of this we have tried 

to consider a plethora of actions. As far as possible we try to 

involve the victims of harassment in the Project, \oJe try to cam

paign around individual and group cases in the community in order 

to maximise the challenge needed against racism and racist attacks, 

may it be individual or institutional. 

In 1983, a total of 156 cases have been reported to NMP. A simple 

breakdown show them to be : 

Police Harassment 76 (49%) 

Racial Harassment 
& Attacks 68 (43%) 

Other 12 ( 8%) 
- --

Total 156 (100%) 
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These figures actually give a very narrow picture about the extent 

to which the harassment of black people takes place. We would 

suggest that these figures only indicate a small number, a tip 

of the iceberg. Also our figures do not show that much of harass-

ment takes place on groups of people and families. Similarly, 

many arrests are merely not about one person being harassed but 

about whole families and friends being harassed by the police. 

Furthermore a lot of people who have been harassed by racist 

elements end up being harassed and even arrested by the police 

themselves. It therefore becomes trivial if one measures by the 

numbers game, the extent to which harassment takes place. 

\.Je try as far as possible to break up the cases into one of two 

categories, racial harassment and police harassment. 

racial harassment as verbal and physical attacks upon 

perpetrated by white people. While this obviously 

We regard 

black people 

includes the 

police, we have singled out their attacks because of their own 

definition of their roles in society, namely as 'carers and pro

tectors of people and property regardless of their race, colour, 

sex and creed'. 

While we appear to be ignoring other types of racism that black 

people face in their own lives here, we feel because of our limited 

resources, we could not justify the type of professional advice 

and action given by other agencies in these areas. Our priority 

of monitoring racial and police harassment, to campaigning and 

mobilising around these issues, must remain. 

It is H- years since the Project was first funded. Since then 

even with the weekly attacks by the Newham Recorder, which refuses 

to recognise racism in the Borough and racist individuals and 

organisations, the Project is surely becoming more established. 

The way the cases have been referred to us shows this development. 

Direct appointments/referrals 

Newham Rights Centre 

Other oreanisations 
(e.g. NISAS, CABs, Youth 
Organisations, local Black 
Organisations, etc.) 

Total 
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103 

37 

14 

156 

(66%) 

(24%) 

(10%) 

(100%) 

It is heartening to know that people are coming to see us directly. 

It fully justifies everyone's hard work both in the past and the 

present. But it is paramount that we take the Project out to all 

individuals/organisations in the community. 

Emergency Service 

The Emergency Service started on the 1st March 1983. Since then 

it has been run with the help of some 38 volunteers. These vol

unteers play a vital role in the evenings and the weekends. With

out them this service cannot be fully operated. Since March 22 

(14% of all cases) cases of racial and police harassment have come 

in through the service in the evenings and weekends. 10 other 

calls were received from individuals wanting advice on immigration 

rules and other rights. 

Few of our volunteers have any legal knowledge, they are in fact 

fully committed members of the Newham community. All the volun

teers are given a basic legal training in ho\v to deal with calls 

and are in possession of the Volunteers Handbook which gives them 

all the information necessary to deal with an emergency call. 

We have held five training schools over the year. \�e maintain 

that in the end the service can only be continued if members of 

the community are fully committed to it. 

A lot of the volunteers help and are invaluable in the campaigning 

aspects of NMP, such as Newham 8, Ne,vham Campaign Against the 

Police Bill and other local cases. They help in different ways 

to publicise NMP to the community and support its other activities. 

This year the role of the volunteers will be even more important. 

Over the next few months, we are going to launch a major advert

ising campaign to make the emergency service more available. The 

steps we are taking will include door-to-door leafletting, advert

ising in the black and local newspapers, talks about the Project 

in local organisations etc. Hopefully advertising the service 

�ore comprehensively will increase its eff�ctiveness. We must 

thank all the volunteers for their dedication and co�nitment 

in the many ways in which they have supported and built the 

Project and the service. 
- 7 -



RACIAL ATTACKS 
"\�hen the white family \vho }jve next door had a party, 

Lhey threw milkbottles and emptied ours and their dust

bins in our front garden. The noise was so loud, we 

didn'L sleep till 5 a.m. 

Every t i.me we come out of the house, they shout 'Pakis' 

even when we come out to say good-bye to frj ends and 

relatives. \-.le live as silently <:IS possible, so as not 

to attract attention - anything that would start the 

harassment again." 

(Mrs. S. who with her [amJly live in a 

Counci.l huuse in Manor Pa r k, Newham). 

During 19S3' 6S serious cases or phys i Cii l harassment of black 

people have been reported to us. The cases reflect a mere ti.p 

of a racist mountain. The number does not even ]_nclude the day 

to day 'ordinary' racism thsL nwst black people experience, such 

as abusive language. 

In our experience, cases are only reported to us when they have 

reached an unbearable level. Most of the victims f"j nd iL difficult 

to even remember the countless instances 

suffered in their time in this country. 

the number of times they are told 'PEkis 

u[ harassment they have 

They have lost counl ol· 

go home', or the number 

of Urnes tney have been spat upon, frou1 a 5-year old child to a 

60-year old woman; the times stones have heen Lhro1vn at them; the 

times they ahve been pushed or been rude to when shopping; the 

number of times they are told thal !>Jacks smell , etc. The reaction 

o[ the police appears to have chnngecl very littJ.e jn sp ite o[ 

numerous reports on racial at tacks in Ne1vham and Lhe employment 

o[ pohce Community Liaison Officers. The figures for 19SJ show 

Ji tlle change in their att:Ltudes and praccice 

Cases where the police took no 
action against the racists 

Cases where the racists 
were prosecuted by the police 

Cnses that 1vcre merely reported 

Total cases of racial attacks 

- s -

55 

s 

5 

6S 

(Sl%) 

(12%) 

( 7%) 

(100%) 

In a lot of cases where the police did prosecute the racists con

cerned, they did so after a tremendous amount of pressure from 

us, with the help of local MPs, councillors, local organisations 

and individuals. This can mean anything from a month to 6 months 

of constant pressure before they agree to prosecute. In the mean

time the victims have to face more harassment and attacks. 

Mrs. K, after being attacked with stones by young thugs was taunted 

"What are you going to do about it, the police don't care any\vay". 

The effect of the police refusal to prosecute the perpetrators 

gave them a v a 1 i d licence to go "Paki bashing". After all the 

police obviously do not think that it is a crime. This failure 

to act and even admit the extent to which attacks take place, gives 

the appearance both to the attackers and to the black corrununity 

of condoning racist attacks. 

It seems to us amazing but not altogether surprising that they 

tell black people to bring out private prosecutions against white 

attackers and yet one attack involving a black person can lead 

to the police starting a major hunt to track him/her down. 

In cases where the police even visit the family under attack, the 

victims, e.g. Mrs. G. and her family, are told that they can under

stand if the white neighbour finds the smells of Asian cooking 

offensive. A number of other victims of racial harassment reported 

that the police told them not to waste their time with such tr]_ vial 

problems. Hhen the victims let us know 1vhat has occurred, they 

tell the victim off for telling us. One family was told by an 

officer to tell NMP to stop lvri ting letters as it would af feet 

his promotion chances. 

Many victims have found thaL when they phone the police j_n c<1ses 

of emergency the police not only take a long time to reach them, 

but no action is taken against the perpetrators even if they have 

been apprehended. The victims then become reluctant to report 

any further incidents as they see it as a waste of time. 

In some cases the victims themselves have been arrested and clwrged 

for defending themselves. It is inevitable that the lack of con-
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fidence in the police force will increase such cases. 

The number of cases involving attacks upon people's homes and 

families are increasing. Whole families have become easy targets. 

During 1983, 43 such cases have been reported to us. 25 of these 

cases occurred on Council estates, yet no attempt has been made 

by Newham Council to prosecute the offending families. It is 

amazing that in a Borough where nearly a third of the population 

is black, this section of the community are r.ot given the type 

of service that is merely due Lo them. Furthermore, only one 

family has been transferred. 

Another 18 at tacks have occurred on families who live in their 

own private homes. In our experience only lvhite man's (sic) home 

is his castle, to invade his privacy could lead to prosecution. 

In Newham certainly black people's homes are not their castles. 

With the increasing number of attacks on homes such as petrol furow� 

through the windows, physical attacks upon leaving the home, etc., 

our fear for the safety of isolated black families is very real. 

�·lost parents have the attitude that their c..hildren are at least 

safe in school. But our meetings and discussions with the parents 

of black school children have brought up worrying questions about 

the large number of attacks in and around local schools. We have 

been told of serious cases of attacks from outsiders upon school 

children over the year. Instances have been reported where black 

school children have been shot at by a sniper while playing in 

the playground. Other cases which have been reported include gangs 

of lvhite thugs attacking local school children and a young Asian 

boy being stabbed on his way home. 

The worrying aspect is that education authorities do not appear 

to \vant to recognise the racial nature of these attacks and offer 

any protection to these children. 

Furthermore, unless the education authorities recognise their 

dangerous attitude to these attacks, i t  will lead to a breakdown 

of Lhc black community's relationship to schools. 

- 10 -

Finally, 1ve would again emphasise that unless the police, Newham 

Council and other local agencies act strongly on cases of racial 

harassment, the attacks will go on. 

In the meantime, Newham Monitoring Project, along with other organ

isations, will pressurise these authorities every single time it 

is necessary and at the same time give support and advice to the 

victims. 

Cases 

Below we are illustrating three cases of racial harassment and 

attacks reported to NMP. 

L. Family 

Mr. and Mrs. L, who are in their sixties, live in a Council house 

in the M�nor Park area. They live with their 18 year old son. 

Ever since they moved into this house, which was in September 1983, 

they have been confronted with a whole series of racist attacks. 

On various occasions mudballs, eggs, stones, lead bars, have been 

thrown towards their house. The broken glass panels of the window 

have nO\• been permanentJ y replaced by wooden boards. 

If they so much as look out of their windows or doors, or go out 

shopping, they are spat at and verbally abused 1,·ith chants Hhi.ch 

include 'Pakis' 'Pakis go home'. It has reached a state lvhere 

their friends and relatives have stopped visit Lng them, because 

they too Here abused. 

On one occasion, the next door white family had a party. The party 

guests smashed milk bottles in the L. Family's front garden, they 

pulled out the rose bushes and emptied the bins on the garden. 

When the police were called, no action 1vas Laken at all. In fact 

the neighbours threatened members of the L. family. 

Mrs. L. says, "NO\" we live as s ilently as possible, so as not to 

attract any attention - anything that could start the har<Jssmenl 

again." 
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�lr. L' s son has been attacked and beaten up twice lvhile on his 

way home from college. Now he only 1valks where there are large 

numbers of other people. 

�tr. L. is currently taking sleeping tablets. The whole family 

1 i ves in nightmarish conditions. They are afraid to do anything, 

even call the police, as there may be reprisals. It has been a 

long time now since the family has put in for a transfer. However, 

Newham Council has only categorised the family as priority no. 

2 (a not so urgent case). 

rliss z 

:--!iss Z and her mother IYere attacked by 'Jane' and her daughter 

in May 1983. Jane, her daughter and 4 friends arrived at tvliss 

Z's home carrying metal rods and stones. As MJss Z opened the front 

door, she �Vas immediately attacked by Jane, who hi.t her w.Lth the 

metal rod. When Miss Z' s mother came to her assistance she �Vas 

attacked by Jane's daughter. As a resulL of the attack Miss Z 

suffered extensive injuries to her face, heGd and chest. She also 

vomited, passed out and was hospitalised (or a week. When the 

police arrived they said that they could noL take any action and 

l>ould onJ y be able to do so if the fnm·i J y were attacked again 

(sic). They told Miss Z to take out a private summons against 

her perpetr�tors. 

The police inaction only gave the go ahead for more attacks. And 

more attacks did follow. On two occasions petrol devices were 

thrown through the letter box and the 1 ron t windo1v. On another 

occasion Miss Z and her younger sister were threatened, while 

Ivai ting for a bus. Then, on another day, large stones were thrown 

through the front window shatterjng the gluss which narrowly missed 

Miss Z's younger sister and 6-month old njece. The famHy became 

increasj ngly depressed and the younger sister 1,•as too afraid even 

Lo go Lo schooJ • 

!::verlLually the Monitoring Project with the help of Newham Rights 

Cent rc ond other individuals were able to put pressure on the MPs 

conrerncd, wh i.ch in turn made the police take out a prosecution 

ugninst Lhc perpetrators. 

- ]2 -

When the case was heard at the Magistrates Court; early this year, 

the prosecution who were briefed by the police put up an extremely 

poor case. Evidence submitted was not only negligible but 1veak. 

No mention was made of metal rods or hospitalisation. In addition 

no challenge 1vas made to the evidence submitted by the defence 

counsel which was appalling. In the end, the courts sho1ved 11p 

their true nature lvhen the magistrate suggested that the dcfendunt 

(Jane) should b e  given a sentence of a supportive nature pt:ndi r1g 

social enquiry reports. The magistrate concerned went further 

to say that his sympathies were with Mrs.Mwalin (the perpetrators). 

This whole episode raises various questions as to how we can expect 

and trust the police to go ahead with prosecution of people lvho 

brutalise the Black community. 

B. Family 

The B. Family have been living in the Manor Park area for the past 

four years. In October 1983, at about 8 p.m., they heard a l.oud 

banging on their front door. They opened the door to find their 

home surrounded by a group of 15 to 20 white youths aged 16-17 

years. The youths �Yere carrying wooden sticks, eggs, stones, 

bricks and other missiles. The youths chanted racial abuse and 

threw the missiles at the family. For the next fe1v minutes the 

entire family were under a state of siege. Eventually, when a 

call was made to the police, the youths ran away. 

Racist Graffitti on !louses in Newham 



In the attack the younger son had been hit on the shoulder by a 

wooden stick or stone and was later taken to hospital shaken and 

bruised. 

The police arrived half an hour later, and said there wasn't much 

they could do as the boys had disappeared. "All the front windows 

were broken and stcnes and bricks were lying everywhere. It looked 

a mess. My parents are very upset, we just want t o  forget the 

whole horrible incident." was what the daughter said. 

tvlore recently Mr. B' s car had been damaged whilst p arked outside 

their house. In both these incidents, no-one has been prosecuted, 

the perpetrators have been allO\ved to go free with a sense of 

confidence. Even the cost of the damage worth hundreds of pounds 

now has to be found by the victims. 
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POLICE HARASSMENT 

AND ARREST 
"The police are treating us worse than ever before, it 

is not only our child but a lot of other innocent child

rent who are being hurt and arrested. 

We need another Brixton to teach them a lesson. It is 

the only way they will respect us." 

(Mrs. D. talking after members of her family had been 

assaulted by the police in front of their home). 

This year has seen a number of reports highlighting the level and 

extent of police racism, both from studies commissioned by the 

police themselves (P.S.l) and from other agencies such as the 

GLC Police Committee. The general public's acceptance of and 

tolerance of racism however does not help victims of police harass

ment. The situation in Newham is very serious. The number of 

cases of severe police brutality have anything but decreased. 

Unless the treatment of black people at the hands of the police 

improves, a very serious conflict is likely to arise. The sent

iments of Mrs. D (above) finds an echo in numerous black households 

in Newham. 

During 1983, 76 cases of police harassment have been reported to 

NMP. A simple breakdown of the 76 people harassed shows: 

charged and later released 

released without charge 

Total 

29 

4 7  

76 
=== 

(38%) 

(62%) 

(100%) 

The majority of the cases involved the physical abuse of black 

people, their families and their friends. Verbal abuse takes place 

in nearly all cases. Such intimidation by the police is very 

frightening. Cases have been reported by people whose homes have 

been searched by an excessive number of police officers. Mrs. 

E reported that five officers came to search their small flat. 

They 'searched everywhere from under the floor boards to the child

ren's drawers'. The place was left in a total mess, no attempt 
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\vas made by the officers to put things back. Mrs. C, however, 

had her house wrecked with a lot of damage incurred to her after 

the police came to arrest her son. When he refused to go with 

them, they called for assistance. 20-30 police officers then came 

to the flat. Many such cases have been reported to us. 

Strip searches in police stations are not just frightening but 

humiliating. Observers from NMP saw a strip search taking place 

in a crowded street. We have made complaints about this and other 

strip searches. 

We kno.._, of a large number of cases of people who have required 

hospital treatment after being beaten-up by the police. Mr. B. 

alleged that he required hospital treatment after he was beaten 

up by the police. Cases such as this one are reported too numer

ously. They highlight police brutality at its most horrific 

levels. 

The list of harassment is endless. The abuses of individual rights 

are no surprise, the police in our experience have singled out 

the black community for special treatment. 

Of the people harassed by the police and not charged 

Detained and later released 

Stop and Search 

House Raids 

Strip Searches 

Passport asked and checked 

Other forms of harassment 
(e.g. abusive language, physical 

24 

9 

8 

4 

3 

51% 

19% 

17% 

9% 

6% 

harassment, e tc.) 8 17% 

Total 56 ll9% 

The figures above show that a lot of people have experienced more 

than one form of harassment. For example, a large number have 

been detained and stopped and searched in the streets. Almost 

aJl cases reported to us have suffered verbal abuse. 
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The lengths of detention in police stations has also varied con

si dera bl y f rom 1 hour to 48 hours. It doesn't seem to matter how 

old you are, a mother and her baby to a 60-year old grandmother 

can be held for as long as the police see fit. 

In our experience, it can take the police anything from an hour 

to a day to let family or friends know w here a person is. In fact 

we have had a number of cases where the police even deny holding 

someone when they are. It is very worrying for a mother who knows 

that her son has just been arrested, but when she rings the police 

station, they deny even any knowledge of him. 

A lot of other police practices have a lso come to light. We have 

found that a number of individuals have been photographed and had 

their fingerprints taken against their wishes. The process of 

criminalisation had begun even before the defendants had been 

judged by a magistrate or a jury. In other instances, the police 

have with-held individual's passports and other belongings when 

no actual charges have been preferred. Mr. P. had his pawn ticket 

with-held by the police for over 3 months. It took a lot of letters 

and involvement from local MPs and Councillors ·before they were 

returned. He was not charged. 

We have also had complaints of police demanding to see individual's 

passports before they allow people to go free or before they take 

action against racists \oJho have been harassing a black person or 

family. 

Of the people known to us who were charged, the results are as 

follows 

Not Guilty 

Guilty as Charged 

Pending 

Results Unknown 

Total 

8 

4 

11 

6 

29 

2n 

14% 

38% 

2 1% 

100% 

The figures above show that 2 out of 3 people who have been det

ained and charged by the police, have been found not guilty in 
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court. A lot of people also never come back because of their past 

experiences of courts, a lot pleaded guilty either because they 

have been advised badly by the police o r  other people or b ecause 

the v no longer c are what the outcome will be. 

The experiences of most black peop l e f ro:n the st art of their arrest 

to Lhe end of their case is that of rucis111. At the h ands of the 

pol ice they suffer racial harass1neltl: QIHI al.Jusc; .in courl th ey are 

.iudg cd by people who have lifestyles and social origins that are 

very d i ff erent from the defendants. A large number of young black 

people arc either unemployed or have never !tad a job, the stereo

type o[ the unemployed black is t hen nq.;l ccted in the judgement 

in terms of the person 's capability of being responsible, holding 

down a job or lack of family discipline. 

Furthermore, in our experience because a J ot of young defendants 

are charged with 'minor' charges, e.g. breach of the peace, obstruc

hon o[ the highway, threatenins behaviour, charges >vhere legal 

aid is difficult to obtain, t!cc defendants, because or their 

vulnerable position, acquire a criminal reco rd or plead guilty 

at the first hearing because of the cost .involvf'd. 

It is important to understand t h at racjsm begins not just with 

the police and ends \vith the prison j nst.LLuUons buL that it begins 

at the point of law itself. For example, immigration la\•s, SUS, 

stop and search la\,'S and many others. Tile criminal justice system 

( and society) from start to fini.sh i s IJciScd on racism and racist 

principles. 

In a n umber of cases, individuals who huvc '1.;on' Lhcir cases, have 

suffered more harassment due to this [acl. For example, one 

.i ndiv .i uuQ J has bee n stopped and had hjs cdr searched three times 

sJ ncc lte ':ion his case. In another e<Jsc, tvlr. F. reported thal a 

police officer shouted "We are going Lu get you, black b<JsLard" 

f fOil! his car. The h arassment inevilab] v leads to another charge 

IJC.�.ing brought against the individual(s). 

We huve uJ.so had cases where the p olice have blatantly lied when 

they think an ind ivi duaJ might not u nd erst a nd the charges brought 

agoinsL him/her. For example, Mr. Q. v1as caught urinating on the 

street. Jle went t:o the police station wH.hout a struggle because 
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he assumed that the police would charge him with that offence. 

His English, however, was not perfect, he had been in the country 

only a few months. The police then went to town on the case. 

While Mr. Q. had been locked up in the cell, they went to his home 

to check his passport. Finding that all was in order they released 

him with two charges. The first was 'insulting behaviour likely 

to cause a breach of the peace' and the second with assaulting 

a police officer. Mr. Q. pleaded not guilty. In court an officer 

went so far as to lie that he had been assaulted. 

dismissed. 

The case \•as 

If Mr. Q. had not come to see us he would probably have pleaded 

guilty because he did not understand. In this case the police 

did not win at the end of the day, but we suspect this method of 

criminalisation where vulnerable individuals are involved, occurs 

quite often. 

In another case, Mrs. R, a diabetic woman of about 40, was charged 

with obstruction and assault].ng 2 police officers after having 

been racially abused and subjected to a lecture on how black people 

should behave in this country. Another charge of possession of 

an offensive weapon - a cricket bat - was later dropped after a 

lot of presure from NMP, local MPs and councillors. This was essen

ti.ally a domestic case which should have J.nvolved Social Services 

because of linguistic problems. It was aggravated by the police 

officers' hostile and racist attitude and over-reaction. 

R. was bound over for 12 months. 

Nrs. 

Cases in which people don't speak English or have difficulties 

understanding English must be numerous within the Borough of �ewham 

with its large Asian population • In our experience then, the 

police are totally insensitive to thJ.s section of the community. 

We also have consJ.derable evidence of the behavJ.our of a number 

of police officers whose names and numbers crop up again and again 

in cases of police harassment. And the notorious Forest Gate 

Police Station appears to have changed very little. Our demand 

for a public inquiry into Forest Gate Police Station still stands. 

Over the 1983 period, the Project has made 16 complaints of police 
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behaviour and hnrassment on behalf of people (some of these being 

group cases). While 13 are still pending, 3 have been f ound to 

be unsubstantiated. The results come as no shock, they merely 

r e fJ ec t our past experience. In our view, a system in which a 

investigated by his coll-comp1nj nL against a police officer is 

eague, has no credibility in the community at large. It is also 

frustrating because a case can take a long time for the police 

to investigate. The system of police complaints procedure is 

further discredited by the fact that in all cases, the defendants 

have not only been found not guilty of the charges brought against 

them by the police, but also in all the cases, the jury or the 

magistrate had accepted the 

example, Mr. D, the result 

evidence of police harassment. For 

of a stop and search, on asking the 

police about his rights, was arrested for obstructing a police 

officer in the course of his duty. His case was dismissed by a 

stipendiary magistrate in only five minutes, the magistrate com

mented that there had been a consluerabJe infringement of Mr. D's 

personal liberty. The complaint against the police, however, \vas 

also dismissed. 

In another case, of Mr. Luke Fordjour, who made a complaint against 

the police after they took no action against his a ttacker.s; also 

lost his complaint. i'1r. Ford jour had lost the sight of his left 

eye after his attack. He identified his assailants and yet no 

action was taken against them. Because of these difficulties, 

we now consider as far as possible \vhether to take civil acti.on 

in a lot of cases. 

During 1983, the Project has helped to bring 2 civil actions 

against the police. While we are still 1vaiting for the results 

of one of the cases, the man who was severely assaulted in the 

other case, has been awarded a substantial amount cf money. 

From the total number of cases reported to us over the year, the 

majority of the cases have been those of police harassment. We 

believe that this accurately reflects the situation in Newham. 

With the proposed powers in the new Police Bill this situation 

can only deteriorate. 
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To show the diversity of the kind of cases reported to NMP we are 

illustrating four case studies. It is hoped that the cases will 

give readers a picture of policing in the Borough of Newham. 

The use of sophisticated police equipment in the policing of 

urban areas is increasingly becoming an important issue. The 

instance reported below is not a new phenomenon, helicopters have 

been used in the many raids reported to us. And on other occasions 

we have seen helicopters circling around aimlessly. 

"It was a Friday night, towards the beginning of November, that 

we noticed a police helicopter circling the houses in the Upton 

Manor area, (west of Green Street). We had left the house at approx

imately 7. 30 p.m. and were making our way towards Plashet Road. 

It was dark and the helicopter \vas particularly noticeable partly 

because it was flying so low and consequently making a lot of noise 

and partly because it 1vas shining an extremely powerful spotlight 

on the ground below. It was flying so low that it almost touched 

the tops of the houses and appeared to be concentrating its beam 

on the area around the Harold Road Centre. We watched it for about 

10 minutes. It had obviously been circling in this manner for 

some time before as it had already created quite a lot of curious 

interest. It was still circling lvhen we continued on our way about 

ten minutes later. The total effect was one of intimidation." 

The next two cases illustrate police brutality and police harass

ment in the area. They are by no means the only such cases re

ported to us. 

Mr. E. 

In October 1983, Mr. E. heard the door bell ring. On opening the 

door he found 5 police officers standing outside. They claimed 

that they had a warrant to search the place (they never showed 

it), and walked in and proceeded with the search. 
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rlr. E. asked why it took so !tldny police officers to s earch the 

place. On that remark, one or the officers grabbed hold of him 

and pushed him on to a wall. He I>'<JS then punched on the mouth 

and started to bleed. He was then grabbed by t1vo other officers 

and taken to a waiting blue trans:t. He was verbally abused in 

the transit. On arriving at the po]ice station, he was c harged 

with obstruction. 

\vhen his case did come up, �lr. E. �>as bound over in the sum of 

£50.00 for one year. We are currently considering whether we can 

take action against the police. 

Mr. N. 

The home of Mr. N. and his family ltas been searched 4/5 times this 

year a lone. Each time the police off i.cer� hove had warrants wHh 

them, made out for stolen goods. Each Ume they have found no 

evidence and therefore preferred no charges. 

The searches take 20-30 minutes and t he rJfficers look everywhere 

including herb jars, under the carpets and ins.ide the speakers 

of the record player, under the floor boards, etc. 

The of ficers are rude, and tell the ch LJ dren, aged between 2-7 

years, to shut up and sit down. \�hen they leave, the house is 

in a mess. It takes Mrs. N. about a day t.o rearrange the disarr

ayed house and clean up the mess. 

The family expect their home to be: invudcd at any time. They live 

in constant fear of the next visit by the police. 

l'lr. X. 

This last case illustrates one of the _joLnt operations between 

DHSS fraud departments and the police. lt was aimed at allegedly 

fraudulent c l aims for social security <Jitd resulted in peorle being 

arrested outside the local DHSS of fice a ml rlaced in transit vans 

to be Laken to West Ham Police Station. Below w e  tell the exper

icnc c:� CJ f one individual arrested in Newlwm. 

') ') --
'-� 

"In the cells people were refused water and to make a phone call". 

They were told "In a minute." No-one was allowed to go to the 

toilet. "No food until 4 p.m" although some had been there since 

10 a.m. 

Mr. X. was questioned by police, but mainly by 'DHSS heavies'. 

He was asked to "initial about 60 questions". Later he was told 

that he had to go upstairs to have his fingerprints taken and be 

photographed. When Mr. X. asked the policemen if he had a right 

to refuse, he was abused and accused of being "one of these awkward 

civil rights people". Mr. X. was told it would be done forcibly. 

In the end it was not. 

There were up to 10 people in a cell. Mr. X. is epileptic and 

also has asthma and bronchitis. The doctor and the police 

"just laughed" at him when he told them. Eventually, at about 

9 p. m , they agreed to drive him home to get his pills. As he had 

been unable to phone no-one was there so he was taken back. He 

was charged at 10 p.m. and was allowed to phone his sister at 11 

p.m. 

Although Mr. X. had never been in any trouble before, he had to 

spend the night in a cell with old lags and a drunk. Throughout 

the DHSS and the police were totally threatening and abusive and 

treated Mr. X. as a confirmed criminal and dirt. 
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POLICE AGAINST BLACK 
PEOPLE 
"F'Hteen years ago, Professor Michael Barton pointed out that 

po U ce behaviour was 'governed more by popular morality than 

by the letter of the law'. The Institute of Race Relations 

L Il their submission to the Select Committee on Race Relations 

Ln l':J72 held the view that the police - because they do not 

make the law - \vere not instrumental in determining 1 people' s 

chances in life'. But popular morality has come to define black 

people out of society, as 'an alien 1vedge' or as 'swamping' 

13rit.ish culture, and the police no longer just reflect or re

lnforce that morality: they re-create it - through stereotyping 

the b lack section a s  muggers, criminals and illegal immigrants. 

Deri.ving their sanction from popular morality they are now be

come the arbiters of that morality - and, in that, do determine 

black 9eople's 'chances in life'." 

'Police Against Black People', 
Race and Class Pamphlet No.6. 
Institute of Race Relations. 

Through the numerous number of cases that the Monitoring Project 

has received over the last year, the above conclusions drawn 

by the Institute of Race Relations, are more than justified. 

Inevitably we are faced with the question of what to do when 

there is a whole force of institutionalised police racism 

against Black people in Newham. It i s  precisely because of 

Lhis t hat we feel we have to do more than just individual case

l,·ork and expend a considerable amount of our time and energies 

into various campaigns to confront this force. Below are 

illustrated four campaigns which have been initiated and dev

e1oped by the Project in the past year. 

Defend the Owusus Campaign 

A 45-year old Black resident of Newham faces charges of ass

aulting police after a police raid on his home. 

Osei Owusu, although not driving, was challenged within his 

legaJ premises, by a police officer who claimed he was drunk 

ond wanted to breathalyse him. 
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Mr. Owusu pointed out that this was not true and, a s  that time 

he was not driving, he would not take the test. 

A few minutes later while he was in his bathroom in his house, 

10-12 police officers smashed their way in, breaking down his 

front door. He was then dragged naked out of the bath, brutally 

assaulted with truncheons, and taken to Forest Gate Police 

Station. Once at the police station he was breathalysed. 

Three breathalyser tests on him failed. This obviously left 

the police with a dilemma as to what to charge him with. Twelve 

hours later he was charged with various counts of assaulting 

police officers and released. 

As a result of the police beating him up, Mr. Owusu received 

7 stitches on the right side of his forehead and 5 stitches 

on his left side, as Hell as a number of cuts and bruises. 

His wife has been charged with obstruction, and was strip

searched at the police station. The house was vandalised during 

the raid. 

After a further magistrates court hearing, Mr. Owusu was charged 

with further assault charges, failing to take a breathalyser 

test and also a deportation order was put forth if he was to 

be found guilty of any of these charges. 

The Newham Monitoring Project has played a leading role in 

initiating, developing and supporting the defence campaign in 

all its stages. The Project has also played a supportive role 

to the Owusu family and have taken steps to assist the legal 

solicitors in whatever way possible. The Monitoring Project 

is currently organising for the main picket of Snaresbrook Crown 

Courts on Monday, 13th February, when the case comes up. 

This case further goes to highlight d isconcerting police prac

tices, police harassment and brutality towards black people. 

It also confirms the association of Forest Gate Police Station 

with a history 

of Black people. 

of police violence, brutality and harassment 

Abuses of the Judges' Rules, denial of 'sus-

pects' rights and complaints about heavy handed police officers 

and their racism has been a longstanding complaint of this 
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station by local residents. This picture has been more than con

firmed by the case of the Owusus and numerous other recent events. 

In view of this the Monitoring Project is still persisting in its 

case in demanding a public inquiry into Forest Gate Police Station. 

Canning Town 3 

This case is again another example of police unlawful practices 

and racism inherent in the 'K' Division police force. 

While clearing up at about 11. 00 p.m. after celebrating a birthday 

party at a rented hall, the families concerned heard that one of 

the younger members had been arrested. Mr. Shaw, the father of 

the boy, rushed downstairs to f ind numerous police cars and vans 

all over the place. Police officers were shouting abusively and 

terrorising the general public about. 

\''hen 1'-tr. Shaw inquired \vhy his son, who was seated in a police 

car, had been arrested, the officer replied, "We just nicked a 

nigger, and if y ou don't fuck off, we'll nick another." Concerned 

at his son's arrest, Mr. Shaw insisted on the reasons for his son's 

arrest. Only after being persuaded by his son did he turn around 

and start walking towards the hall. Walking back he saw his nephe\v 

being arrested and put into a van. Just as he was abollt to turn 

around again, Chief Inspector Knight of Plaistow police Station, 

pushed him to the ground. Mr. Shaw, protesting as he £Ot up, was 

then held around his neck from the back by the same Chief Inspector. 

He \vas then hit with truncheons, thrown into a van and taken to 

PlaistO\,' Police Station. At the police station he was racially 

abused and was refused medical attention. All three people arrested 

were charged with various counts ranging from threatening behaviour 

to grievous bodily harm. 

In the case of the Canning Town 3, it is necessary to examine 

certain events which happened that evening. 

Firs L l y, the police were called to deal with a separate incident 

and on arrival at the scene proceeded to raid the birthday party. 

One of the possj_ble reasons for this is that the police 'wanted 

to gel' Errol Shaw, the son. Such police practices in the police 
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force have so often been carried, where victims of previous police 

harassment who have 'got away' in the courts, have been threatened 

by individual police officers that they are going to 'get them'. 

Secondly, questions have to be asked as to the massive police 

presence at the incident. Several Instant Response Units (IRU) 

were used (when a racial attack is reported, not only do they take 

their time in turning up, but always send the minimum numbers). 

Lastly, not only were the police officers verbally abusive in their 

manner but physically extremely brutal. When the case was eventually 

heard in Snares brook Crown Courts, the jury took only 20 minutes 

to reach a not guilty verdict. Considering the seriousness of 

the assault charges, the twenty minute verdict only confirms the 

disgusting and brutal nature of the case. 

Throughout the case the Project played a supportive role to the 

families concerned. Assistance was also given to the solicitors 

and barristers in gathering evidence for the case. 

Recently, we have been informed that since the acquittal o f  the 

Canning Town 3 the police have stopped and intimidated two of them 

again. This has already happened twice. The harassment, intim

idation, brutality, goes on • . • • • • • • •  

The Power Family 

John Power was walking home after having been to a youth club. 

As he walking a police car drew up alongside him, by the pavement. 

The police officer in the car shouted "Oi, come here, you black 

bastard. " John carried on walking. 

may happen, started to run home. 

Then, fearing that something 

The police officers followed 

him to his house, got to the front door, opened it and pulled John 

out and then proceeded to beat him. 

His father, who heard the noise, came downstairs and saw his son 

being beaten up by the police in f ront of his own house. Con

cerned, he intervened and asked them to stop. The police officer 

told him to 'fuck off'. He still persisted and eventually the 

police officers started beating him up as well. John's sister 
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Karen came out of the house and started to scream after what she 

saw. The police officer asked her to shut up and then pushed and 

hiL her. All three were then put into different vehicles and taken 

Lo Eu;-;L Jlam Police Station. There they were charged with obstruct

ion anc; various charges of assaulting police officers (who was 

assuulLing who?). 

This is, yet again, another case where the police officers were 

'out to geL' someone. John Power, like so many other Black youths 

in :-.lel·lhi:lm, has had 'dealings' lvith the police in the past. The 

magistrates court found him innocent that time, and the police 

had nut forgotten. They had threatened him on a number of occasions 

tha l. Liley would 'get him'. This was the occasion. This process 

is \,·holly part and parcel of the intimidation and criminalisation 

of bJ ack youth, which has been carried out systematically over 

the years in Newham and throughout the inner cities in the country. 

The Project has again played a part in initiating and developj_ng 

a ca111paign to support the case of the Power family. It has provided 

whatever assistance it can give to the solicitors concerned. 

The case would probably commence sometime in the middle of the 

year when the Project hopes to develop the campaign more. 

Luke Fordjour 

Over 1983 1ve have still been t rying to persuade West Ham Police 

Station of the need to identify and prosecute Mr. Fordjour's 

assailants. Nr. Fordjour lost the sight of his left eye in a 

racj_al attack in Forest c.�ate in Janu<Jry 1982. Mr. Fordjour, a 

Newham Council employee, was working as a part-time minicab driver. 

In the early hours of January 9th 1982 he picked up a passenger 

in Forcs t Ga tc. As he was driving past a public house a gang of 

youths proceeded to throw snovJballs at his car. Mr. Fordjour got 

out and po] itely requested them to stop throwing the snowballs 

as it might lead to an accident. The passenger got out, too, and 

1vas punched by one of the white youths. The gang then prevented 

Mr. Fordjour from driving away and proceeded to hit, punch and 

assnuJ t him for at least ten minutes. His car was also smashed 

up. Mr. Fordjour managed to get to a friend's house and the police 
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were called. When the police arrived on the scene after some time, 

one of the assailants was still around. No attempt was made to 

question any one on the scene, the police officer who visited Mr. 

Fordjour in hospital immediately after the attack was more int

erested in checking whether Mr. Fordjour's driving licence and 

insurance was in order than in getting information that would help 

them identify and charge his assailants. In spite of repeated 

attempts to get the police to arrange a proper identification 

and the identity of the assailant being pointed out, it was only 

in April 1982 that one was organised. One of the assailants was 

positively identified and Mr. Fordjour was commended for this. 

It \vas therefore to the shock and d isgust of Mr. Fordjour when 

a month later he was told that no charges were to be brought after 

having been led to believe otherwise. 

Police reasons for refusing to bring a prosecution have ranged 

from 'lack of evidence 1 to 1 there are several problems 1vi th the 

case'. 

What we find particularly disturbing is the way Mr. Fordjour was 

treated throughout the investigation and the police handling of 

his case. One officer (Det.Sgt.Woods) told him that he 'had better 

things to do than handle your case'. (This was when Nr. Ford jour 

was trying to get the police to arrange an identity parade). 

His address was also given to the father of one of the assailants. 
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Although �1r. Fordjour has lost his complaint against the police 

the Project is at present \vorking with him to bring the case to 

Lhe attention of the widest possible audience as we feel there 

has been considerable police negligence in the handling of the 

cdse. A national petition campaign has been organised. We have 

spoken Lo several local grou11s about Lhe case and we are still 

exa!il.ining the possibility of bringing civj 1 action charges against 

the police. The Project \Vill continue to give �lr. Fordjour every 

possible assistance to secure justice. 

- 30 -

NEWHAM 8 
' During the course of the trial, evidence has been given which 

leaves no doubt that there are irresponsible elements in the 

community in Newham who are bent on attacks of a racial character'. 

Judge Lymberry (after the jury returned its verdict 

in the Newham 8 trial) 

'If the same situation arose again I would have no hesitation in 

doing w hat I did'. 

Parvaiz Khan (Newham 8 defendant speaking 

after his acquittal on all charges) 

The Ne\vham 8 case finished at the Old Bailey on Thursday December 

22nd 1983 with four of the defendants being acquitted of all 

charges and the other four being found 'guilty' on the main charge 

of affray, individual charges against the four were dismissed 

except for one defendant being ' convicted' on a minor charge of 

common assault. 

The trial, one of the 

recent years, occupied 

Project especially in 

most 

much 

the 

important political black trials of 

of the resources and time of the 

last quarter of the year. Before 

exploring the issues raised by the case, its implications, etc., 

it would be essential to explain our commitment to and involvement 

in, the Campaign. As a community based grass roots campaigning 

group we feel it essential to identify the issues raised by case

work, generalise the lessons of individual cases and initiate, 

develop and assist appropriate community responses. To not 

positively identify ourselves with the numerous (and increasing) 

numbers of victims of police racism, violence and harassment is 

to maintain a silence which, in 1984, with the shadow of the Police 

Bill hanging over us all, is something we cannot afford to do. 

The arrests of the eight came after a series of racist at tacks 

upon Asian schoolchildren at Little Ilford School in the Manor 

Park area of Newham. There were three such attacks upon Asian 

s choolchildren at the school (as well as two other schools in the 

Borough - these attacks have since continued). Although these 
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attacks were reported to the police at Forest Gate Police Station 

and the school was informed as well, after concern expressed by 

several local schoolchildren (including two of the Newham 8 

defendants) it is worth recording that there was no response from 

either agency. 

In response to strong rumours that there would be yet another mass 

attack upon children at the school on Friday the 24th September 

1982, local Asian youths, in a replica of a situation which has 

been forced upon the black community so often, got together to 

escort younger schoolchildren back home. As the group was going 

home a car drew up, three ' scruffily dressed' men jumped out, 

racially abused the children and proceeded to assault them (this 

was confirmed in 2ourt by independent eye-witnesses) . The youths, 

thinking it was the fascists who had been attacking them over the 

previous weeks, fought back in self-defence. Hi thin a couple of 

minutes uniformed police officers and dog-handlers appeared on 

the scene and eight of the youths were arrested. All eight youths 

were racially abused and assaulted, one was beaten unconscious 

by PC Furzer, one of the three plain clothes police officers, who, 

to quote independent eye-witnesses, was 'beating him like a dog' . 

It was only after the eight youths were taken to Forest Gate Police 

Station that it became apparent that the three men who had started 

the whole incident were actually plain clothes police officers. 

The Charges and the Campaign 

We need to look here at two separate but at the same time linked 

developments - the use of the conspiracy laws (later changed to 

affray at the last minute) against the eight defendants and the 

cam..,aign to free the eight in which the Monitoring Project was 

heavily involved in a s upportive way. 

The Campaign evolved from a 500-strong public meeting held at 24-

hours notice after the arrests of the eight. Their first court 

appearance on November 5th 1982 was marked by a historic school 

strike of 500 schoolchildren. At the committal hearing on 13th 

December 1982 an additional charge of 'conspiring with each other 

and persons unknown to assault persons unknown' was laid against 
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all eight defendants. 

The use o f  these laws need to be carefully studied, for whichever 

way one looks at it, the use of such charges is highly political. 

Conspiracy as a charge needs less proof than the related actual 

offence and can be used when no evidence of the actual offence 

can be obtained, it can carry a heavier sentence (than the actual 

offence), it can involve any numbers of persons, it often involves 

a 'show' trial adding to the apparent seriousness of the case, 

and it can lead to new and dubious police methods of obtaining 

evidence. 

In view of the implications of the conspiracy charge (see article 

on Newham 8 reprinted at the end of the chapter) and the issues 

raised by the case as a whole, the decision of the campaign to 

organise on a national basis was vindicated by the enormous support 

it received from black groups, trade unions, political organis

ations and womens groups around the country. I n  the course of 

the 15-months long campaign, the Project and its full-time workers 

gave talks at meetings up and down the country on the case and 

its implications and racism and the police in Newham. The Project 

was also heavily involved in the build-up to and organisation of 

the National March Against Racism and Racist Attacks called by 

the Defence Campaign on September 24th 1983 when 2,000 people 

marched through the streets of Newham in support of the eight. 

The start of the trial on November 17th 1983, again supported by 

a school strike of 500 schoolchildren and a national mass picket, 

was preceded by a transfer of the case from Snaresbrook Crown Court 

to the Old Bailey on a defence application because of the need 

to have a racially balanced jury. Just before the case was due 

to commence, the prosecution decided to drop the charge of con

spiracy in favour of affray. This raises a number of questions, 

not least as to how and why the conspiracy charge had come to be 

use in the first place ('a montrous escalation of the original 

charges' according to leading defence barrister, 

but also the fact that the prosecution themselves 

Lord Gifford) 

\•ere not sure 

as to what charges to bring after 15 month's : Affray - an i 11-

defined and catch-all charge - again involves a situation \vhere 
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no specific assault 

is that the accused 

frightened 

has to be proved; all that has to b e  shown 

have been involved in a fight which has 

The use of such charges against people onlookers. 

fighting racism and the criminalisation of such struggles is some

thing which we all need to take into �eed, especially in an area 

like Newham with racist attacks on the increase and no police 

response al all. 

The Trial 

The six weks trial was a vivid illustration of the recent policy 

studies Institute Report (commissioned by the Met itself) which 

described London's police as 'racist, sexist, bullying and drunk'. 

All the findings of our casework and of cases documented since 

1980 were starkly illustrated by the trial. The picture that 

emerged at the end was one of indifference to the increasing number 

of racist attacks upon the black population of Newham and a 

situation where that community - through its own bitter experience 

- has lost all faith in existing institutions to protect their 

rights. 

The police fabrication, lies and racism shone clearly throughout 

the trial. Take barrister Mike Mansfield's cross-examination of 

Sergeant Aylott, one of the three plain clothes officers: 

'Why did you say it was 100 Asians, when your notes say 30?' 

(Mansfield) 

'I was dazed when I wrote my notes.' (Sgt. Aylott) 

'Th.is statement is dated t\vO months later. Were you dazed when 

you wrote that?' (Mansfield) 

Or take Detective Inspector Ashley Mucklow, in charge of the police 

investigation (who in 17 years at Forest Gate Police Station never 

knew where Little I lford School was situated until the start of 

the trial, in spite of the continuing problems of racial attacks 

at that school); when questioned as to why he had not asked Dalbir 

Johal, claimed by the prosecution to be the ringleader, to identify 

a man with a green turban whose alleged action in dropping a hockey 
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stick was claimed to be the start of the incident, Mucklow replied 

'It's a waste of time asking those people. They are Asians and 

they would look after each other • • • it would have been a wasted 

exercise in my opinion'. 

The prosecution started the case on the basis that the eight were 

'part of a vigilante group out for revenge against some white 

people against whom they had a grudge'. When three plain clothes 

police officers accosted the group on the streets to arrest an 

individual in a green turban for possessing an offensive weapon 

(a hockey stick), they were set upon and injured. 

I t  emerged that the plain clothes police officers, \vhose arrival 

on the scene was described as 'a pure coincidence and rather 

unfortunate', were members of the District Support Unit (local 

SPG). They happened to be on an 'anti-burglary' drive in Canning 

Town, south of the Borough, when a radio message sent to all police 

cars in the area informing them of a large group of Asian youths 

congregating around the Little Ilford school (in the north-eastern 

part of Newham). All three officers gave conflicting ans\vers as 

to their exact whereabouts on the day, with one officer claiming 

that they had been driving around Newham with no particular aim 

in mind. When pressed by defence, he claimed that there was 

nothing unusual in them spending up to a whole day just driving 

around aimlessly and that they had done it quite often! 

The early part of the trial revealed a startling ignorance on the 

part of the police as to the extent and nature of racist attacks 

in Newham. The state of siege and the immensely hostile environ

ment in which some sections of the black community in Newham have 

to live in was explained away by simplistic arguments such as 

'well, blacks attack whites, too' ! \�hat was ignored was that 

even by the police's own account of racial attacks, a definition 

which included attacks by people of one colour or another (i.e. 

a general category) black people tended to suffer disproportion

ately more than any other section of society. Witnesses like 

Commander Hunt (Head of 'K' Division), Chief Supt. Narriage (Head 

of the Divisional Area covering Little Ilford School) and the 

Community Liaison Officer for 'K' Division, Supt. Ferguson, as 
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well as the home beat officer for the area (to whose notice we 

have currently brought half a dozen cases) all denied knowledge 

of racist attacks in the area, and of the findings of the Home 

Office Report in 1981 lvhich, apart f rom Supt. Ferguson, they had 

not heard or read of, and which established that Asians were 55 

times more likely to be attacked than other people. 

Throughout the prosecution case, a picture of police inconsistency 

and f abrication began to emerge. The three plain clothes officers, 

Aylott, FurzE!" and l\1artin, all varied 1vildly in thej_r estimate of 

the group out on Dersingham Avenue. PC Marti.n, who 1vas the first 

to approach the group, and who claimed that he 1vas the only one 

to get out of the car at that stage (in conflict with eye-witness 

accounts \,•ho said that all three officers jumped out of the car 

together and ran straight into the youths) to arrest a youth in 

a g reen turban '"ho had dropped a hockey stick. To date Counsels 

also pointed out that no Sikh would ever wear a green turban. 

Moreover, PC Martin claimed that he got out of the unmarked police 

car ,.,.ithout consulting his t1vo colleagues - a hardly plausible 

fact when he claimed, later on in his evidence, that the group 

of Asian y ouths numbered some 200! He also agreed to not having 

sho�Vn his warrant card and also agreed in c ross-examination that 

the most sensible thing would have been to approach the group and 

ask them what they were doing. His account of the behaviour of 

the group and that of other officers totally varied from those 

of the independent eye-witnesses who described the group going 

home in a peaceful and orderly manner. 

PC Furzer, who a dmitted to carrying a truncheon in public although 

dressed in plain clothes (something which he did quite often), 

also admitted co hitting Kalbir Singh Khela several times with 

the truncheon but believed he had been 'fully within his rights 

to do so' and it didn't make any difference that he hit Khela on 

the head - Khela was in hospital for a week as a result of his 

injuries - although police rules on truncheon use specify that 

arms and legs only should be aimed for. PC Furzeralso admitted 

to swearing at two white women who told him to leave Khela alone. 

Subsequent police witnesses were more notable for their refusal 
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to give straight answers to defence questions which would have 

shed more light on what actually happened that day. Question after 

question was met with a 'can't remember' answer. Police witnesses 

were also at variance in their identification of suspects. The 

description of Dalbir Johal, who, according to the police, was 

leading the group wielding a chrome bar, totally conflicted with 

that of a defence witness who bore no resemblance to Johal and 

who admitted to carrying the bar himself. 

Considerable discrepancies in police evidence was f urther exposed 

when the hockey stick claimed by the police to belong to the man 

in the green turban - whose attempted arrest led to the whole 

episode - was f ound to b elong to one of the defendants. It was 

also revealed during the course of the prosecution evidence that 

exhibit numbers in police statements had subsequently been altered. 

Although all three plain clothes police officers spoke of various 

defendants using weapons such as an iron bar, according Dr. Lobley, 

called as witness, PS Aylott suffered only a bruise the size of 

a 'tuppeny piece' where he claimed to have been knocked out by 

the iron bar. Furthermore, Police Surgeon, Dr. Sidney Lazarus, 

testified that Khela suffered a one-inch cut f rom a truncheon blow 

and that another defendant, Parvaiz Khan, who had also alleged 

assault by the police after his arrest, had marks where he said 

he was punched by the police. 

The evidence of the fourteen defence witnesses called, more than 

any reports or surveys, gave a damning indictment of police racism 

and the response of 'K' Division to racial attacks. Kulwant Singh 

Mangat, a former secretary of the local Sikh temple, told the jury 

how old Sikh people were spat at and stoned by IVhite youths and how 

they tried to pull the turbans off Sikh men and the scarves of 

women. He described the response of the police to racial attacks 

such as 'We are understaffed - it's only a minor thing'. He also 

described hoiV as a member of the CRE he had regular contact 1-'ith 

the police but finally broke them as h e  f elt they paid only lip 

service to racial attacks. The turning point for him was when 

they failed to .recognise the racist moti.ve behind the stabbing 

to death in 1980 of Akhtar Ali Baig. He also recounted how o nce 

he called the police after a robbery at his shop. On arrival they 
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The eight have been 
supported in recent weeks 
by a school strike in 
Newham and pickets of the 
Old Bailey. The case arises 
from the constant racist 
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What you can do to support us 

au�r· 

There are only two more months to go to the date of the trial. 
icportant for people to get their branches, organisations and groups to 
in o:essages of support and also donations/collections. All this will be urgently 
required in the run-up to the �ational de�nstration and the daily pickets of 
the courts. 

We would like supporters to mobilise as many people as possible for the National 
De�onstration on Saturday, 24th September, in East Ham. We intend to make this 
the first national anti-racist march under Thatcher II. 
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Bulletin 1 
8 ASI�� YO�THS AGED 15-21 ARRESTED FOR DEFENDI�C THEMSELVES ��D 
THEIR COHMUNITY FRO!-! RACIAL ATIACKS HAVE BEEN CHARGED \liTH 

OCTOBER 24th ities and their disgust at the respor<e or the police and authorities. 

3Cf 

involving 

ants. 
·'li ldren 

Growing up in Newham 
Below a young Asian woman describes �hat 
it is like growing up in a racist 
Borough . . •  

"There's n o  sanctity even irl one's hom� 
for fear of attack. In 1966 walls were 
daubed 'NIGGERS GO BACK TO ,IUNGLF.' . 
Queens Market Upton Park '76- '�ATCH 
OUT WOGS ABOUT WATCH YOUR PURSE' . 
Commuting between Plaistow and West lla!'l 
'83- 'BURN BLACK SHIT'. (The authority 
fail to erase- the attacks continue.) 
If that is not naked, explicit racism, 
then what is? 
In the past our cries have be�n ignored, 
our problems dismissed. For the first 
time in Newham things have bet!n exros�d 
and challenged and anyone who says: 
'There's no discrimination anJ outsiders 
are causing trouble' is a hy�acrite. Tha 
Newham 8 case is th� tip of th� iceberg. 
Every day is a struggle for th� silent 
9linority." 



Newham 8 Pickets at the Old Bailey 
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were more interested in a ceremonial sword which he kept and 

threatened to charge him with possessing an offensive weapon. 

More disturbingly, Khela was only taken to hospital a full two 

hours l ater - in spite of his serious injuries - after Mr. Margat 

had made representations to Supt. Marriage about the need for 

Khela to have medical treatment. This callous treatment of Khela 

forces us to draw comparisons with the injuries suffered by the 

police officers who were taken to hospital immediately after the 

incident. N azreen Saddique, a 15-years old Asian girl, who has 

been keeping a diary of racial attacks on her family and home 

vividly described the experiences of her family who have been 

living in a boarded-up house as a result of racist attacks. T\vO 

white women, Miss Elliott and Miss Dipper, described how they saw 

' 2  white men wildly beating an Asian youth 1 •  They also couldn't 

understand why a policeman with a dog, standing nearby, did 

absolutely nothing to stop them. This picture confirmed by another 

defence witness, Miss Cooke, who witnessed the incident from her 

house and described how 1 • • •  white men had an Indian on the floor, 

beating, kicking and hitting him with something', totally gave 

the lie to the account given by all three plain clothes police 

officers that there \vas no u niformed police officer on the scene 

while they were struggling to arrest the eight youths. 

Defence barristers, Michael Mansfield and Lord Gifford, took the 

jury through a catalogu e of three years of racist violence in East 

London, ranging from murder to arson. Three of the defendants 

who chose to go into the dock described how they had been racially 

abu sed, punched and kicked and pressurised to sign statements 

admitting various offences. 

The jury took nearly two days to return charges of not guilty on 

all charges against four of the defendants and convicted the other 

four on the main charge of affray. 

Daily pickets of the court, supported by local and national 

organisations, to demonstrate community support and solidarity 

with the eight defendants, were ultimately successful in drawing 

press and public attention to the case as well as emphasising to 

to the judge and jury that they were sitting on an issue and not 
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an individual case (this was implicitly recognised by the judge 

in his comments while passing sentence). Organisation of the daily 

pickets and associated administrative/mobilisation work put a heavy 

toll on our resources. Given the issues involved and the impli

cations of the case, we had no hesitation in stepping in to fulfil 

this role. We felt proud and honoured to assist the campaign in 

this respect. 

Implications and Lessons for the Future 

While the article printed at the end of this chapter puts the case 

in an historical perspective and draws some conclusions it is 

important for us as a community group, monitoring racism and racist 

attacks and the police response, to draw our own lessons for the 

future and draw attention to several disturbing points raised 

during the case. 

It is fair to say that the arrests of the eight youths, the 

handling of the case and its results have destroyed whatever 

little faith local black people had in the Metropolitan Police 

to defend them against racist attacks. It is a sad state of 

affairs when police officers deny knowledge of racist at tacks -

in spite of numerous reports, all with hard documented evidence 

and where a top police officer like Commander Hunt, policing a 

sensitive area like Newham, has not even bothered to read the 

Home Office Report Into Racial Attacks. Officers like PC Neville, 

who racially abused one of the defendants, called him a 'Paki 

filth' and threw his turban to the floor, and PC Furzer who so 

senselessly beat up Khela are the type of police officers who are 

supposed to 'look' after the black community of Newham. Is it 

any wonder then that that community, through its long and bitter 

experience of thirty years of racist policing in Newham, has no 

confidence left whatsoever in the police. 

Allegations made in court about Det. Insp. Mucklow going around 

Dersingham Avenue telling local residents to volunteer as witnesses 

or they would have to f ace the consequences if the defendants got 

off need to be looked into. Officers like Aylott, who although 

he had heard of Newham Moni taring Project, had never heard of 
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racial attacks around Little Ilford School, which has been the 

scene of such trouble for the last 2-3 years, raise questions which 

were put into sharp focus by barrister Sibghat Kadri, defending 

Kulwinder Matwala, when he comapred the millions of pounds being 

spent to protect the Falklanders against the total lack of pro

tection available to the Asian community. 

The use of plain clothes police offj cers, the role of the DSU, 
the use of a police helicopter, the v<ay in which the charges 

against the defendants were brought, the failure of the police 

and school authorities to respond to the three specific incidents 

of racist attacks upon Asian schoolchildren at Little Ilford 

School preceding the arrest of the eight, and the fact that not 

a single perpetrator of these attacks 'A•as arrested are matters 

of concern to us and one which we hope that the independent public 

inquiry will look into. 

In addition the racist, biased and hypocritical coverage of the 

Newham Recorder is something which we hope the inquiry will look 

into. This paper concentrated more on attacking the activities 

of the defence campaign - which had the unanimous support of the 

local black community - slandering and sniping at it, than even 

once attempting to present 'the other side of the picture'. 

The ongoing harassment of the defendants and in some cases their 

families, is something which we wish to bring attention to. We 

can think of no other motive, other than petty and malicious 

harassment, to explain police actions such as continual stopping 

of defendants, checking their driving documents and vehicles, etc. 

We cannot also help comparing the decision fo the jury to acquit 

the two police officers in the Stephen Waldorf shooting in Kens

ington on the grounds that they were acting in self-defence and 

it was a case of mistaken identity, with a situation where four 

Asian youths were convicted of affray for defending themselves 

and their community from racist attacks and mistook plain clothes 

police officers, who did not declare their identity, for racist 

thugs. 
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The scars left by the case will t ake a long time to heal. As the 

Newham 8 Defence Campaign points out 'there must be something wrong 

\vith our societ y when eight young men aged 15-21, without any 

previous record, face conspiracy charges and undergo a six-weeks 

long trial for the mere 'crime' of responding to a situation where 

they saw no other alternative but to organise their own defence'. 

The campaign's reply to Judge Lymberry' s plea for reconciliation 

amongst different races in Newham that 'the reconciliation has 

to come from the police' 

and documented history of 

response and total lack 

nearer the mark. 

is a vie\v which we feel, given the long 

racism in Newham, the lack of police 

of accountability of the Met, is more 

The comments of two eye-witnesses who sa\v Khela being beaten up 

by PC Furzer , and expressed in court by barrister Hike Mansfield, 

is something which we should all take note of: 

'It is behaviour like this that causes bitterness and 

resentment since it was unnecessary and brutal - and 

Hill inevitably result in r:<o:;.-e t rouble in the conmtunity. 

We certainly feel disgusted and shocked by what we saw. ' 

It is to be hoped that the proposed public inquiry into Newham 

8 will establish exactly what happened on September 24th 1982,  

and will look at not just t he case but the whole issue of policing 

in Newham viz the black community, and Forest Gate Police Station 

in particular. 

The following article is reprinted from the CARF (Campaign Against 

Racism and Fascism) section of 'Searchlight' magazine, February 

1983. We feel that the article should be read by the widest 

possible audience as it puts the Newham 8 in an historical per

spective as well as drawing a number of lessons from t he case and 

campaign. 
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THE TRIAL of the Newham 8 
ended in late December last year 
with guilty of affray verdicts for 
four of the eight. The eight had 
been charged with conspiracy to 
cause injury, but the charges 
pursued at the trial were affray 
(involving all eight), individual 
assault and possessing offensive 
weapons. Acc o r ding t o  the 
prosecution, the eight went out 
armed with Yarious weapons to beat 
up radsfs, and had beaten up p olice 
officers who id('ntified themselves 
as such anrl tried to make an arrest. 

The d�fcnce maintained that 
gangs of white thugs' had twice 
come into the local school and 
attackerl Asia n schoolchildren. 
Sinre thl' police seemed indifferent, 
the Asian pupils had got together to 
pre,·ent si milar attacks from 
occurring on the way home from 
school . On the day of the incident 
three scruffily dressed white men in 
their earl� h\enties had leapt out of 
an unmarked car and attacked a 
group of 30 to 40 young Asians. 
Belie\ ing them to be racist 
attacker\, the Asians defended 
themselves. Rut their assailants 
turned out to be plain-clothes 
police. During the incident two 
policemen suffered bruising and 
minor futs; one of the defendants 
.. ' .. 
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spent four days in hospital after 
being hit on the head with a police 
truncheon. Only one of the eight 
was found guilty of a minor assault. 

Newham, in East London, with a large 
black population, has a history of racial 
attacks and fascist activity. The first 
incident to claim national attention was the 
case of the four Indian Yirk brothers in 
April 1977, who defended themselves from 
an attack 'outside their house, but found 
themselves, not their attackers, convicted 
of serious bodily harm. The campaign 
around this case threw up the Newham 
Defence Committee, which went on to 
monitor and publicise racial attacks and 
police responses. 

Racial attacks increased in the late 1970s 
as the Housing Depanment dispersed black 
families in white housing estates, some of 
which were National Front strongholds. 
And West Ham's football ground, in the 
centre of Newham, became a recruiting 
ground for young fascists (spectators were 
shocked to witness ranks of supporters 
giving fascist salutes and chanting 'Sieg 
Heil'). Then, in 1980, a 29 year-old 
accountant was stabbed to death in broad 
daylight on a busy shopping street. One of 
his killers e.\daimed: "I've gutted a Paki''. 
The response to the killing of Akhtar AJi 
Baig was immediate. Two matches, each of 
over 3,000 people, demonstrated against 
racist attacks and official indifference. The 
Newham Youth Movement led the protest 
with such slogans as "Don't mourn 
organise'' and "Here to stay, here to 
fight". 

The Newham Monitoring Project was 
started as an attempt to convince a local 
MP of the level of racial attacks in the area 
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(in only three months of 1980, 80 attacks 
were recorded). The Project began its own 
paper in which attacks and police and local 
authority responses were reported, against a 
background of rising fascist activity. (In the 
1983 general election Newham South had 
the highest proportion of NF voters of any 
constituency in the country). 

Self-defence 
The case of the Newham 8, perhaps the 
most important political black trial of 1983, 
has to be seen in the context of the whole 
struggle for 'self-defence' in this country. 

Since the mid-1970s, Asian youth 
movements have been created in response 
to the need to defend their communities 
against racialist attacks. ·rn Southall, after 
the murder of Gurdip Singh Chaggar in 
1976, the Southall Youth Movement was 
formed; in Bradford, when the NF tried to 
march through Manningham, the Bradford 
Asian Youth Movement came together in 
its defence; in East London, the murders of 
AJtab Ali, lshaque AJi and Michael Ferreira 
Jed to the creation of various local black 
movements concentrating on self-defence. 

In the fight for the right to self-defence 
three other trials are important to 
remember for the key issues that each 
highlighted. 

The Virk brothers, mentioned above, 
were sentenced in July 1978 by Judge 
Michael Argyle to between three months 
and seven years imprisonment. t"ot only 
were these sentences savage, but the whole 
case rested on the police version of e' t:nrs. 
The brothers had, in fact, been th� \i,tims 
of racial attack and racial abuse and had 
defended themselves under se' ere 
provocation. It was they who calted the 
police, but the police then arrested the 
brothers, whilst the (real) auac kers went 
free. Judge Argyle condemned as 

'irrelevant' the introduction by the defence 
of racial prejudic� as a motivation of the 
white youths. After a protracted campaign 
the brothers' senten.ces were reduced on 
appeal, implying that the self-defence 
element should have been taken into 
account. 

The next key case was that of the 
Ahmads in Manchester, who in July 19i!l. 
were set upon in their home by seven �hitc 
men who vandalised the house. �tr Ahm:JJ 
and his son tried to defend the famil>, not 
realising, as in the case of the Ne� ham R, 
that the men were plain-clcthes pclice. TI�t· 
father and son were arre�tcd a;1d charfcd 
with "wounding with intent to do grt•nou� 
bodily harm" and with assaultin� poli,e 
offtcers. After a vigorous comrnur:ity .. t·ased 
campaign, they were finally acquitted of aH 
charges. 



In the case of the Bradford 12 the right to 
self-defence seemed y.!t more clearly 
established. The defer.ce plea that the 
creation of petrol borrbs was a necessary 
precaution in the face of a possible racist 
attack on the community was apparently 
accepted. by the jury, \\hO acquitted the 12 
Asian youihs of charges relating to 
conspiracy to .:ause explosions and 
endanger life. 

But the Newham 8 case, like the Bradford 
12 before it, raised issues that went beyond 
straight forward oelf-defence. For both 
reflected the state's fear of black 
organisation. The charges of conspiracy 
brought in the 1980s against these two 
separate Asian community-based 'crimes' 
parallels exactly the way that political 
charges have been brought against members 
of the West Indian community since the 
1970s. Provocative policing, in particular of 
key West Indian meeting places and social 
evems, has often led to show trials 
involving serious charges of conspiracy, 
affray and riot. In each case, these have 
been vigorously fought against and 
frequently resulted in the charges being 
dropped or acquiuals. In all the infamous 
black trials - involving the Mangrove 
(1971-83), the Metro Club, the Carib Club, 
the Lewisham 19, the Swan Disco, the 
Islington 18, Grassroots magazine, the 

Black and White Cafe - the community 
rallied behind the defendants and the 
political charges were not made to stick. 

The charges of affray and conspiracy 
were traditionally used (against white 
people) in quite different ways. 

Affray was used after gang fights - rival 
gangs of teddy-boys, or mods and rockers 
- and its use against black people in the 
last decade has been novel, in that each 
incident (apart from the Terry May killing, 
which was a traditional use of affray) 
involved the police as the 'rival gang' -
although they, of course, were not charged. 
Its usefulness lies in the fact that no specific 
assault has to be proved; all that has to be 
shown is that the accused have been 
involved in a tight which has frightened 
onlookers. 

The charge of conspiracy has had a more 
controversial history, owing to its political 
use against blasphemers, outragers of 
public decency, purveyors of subversive 
literature and, more recently, against the 
'Angry Brigade' and the Irish. Conspiracy 
as a charge needs less proof than the related 
actual offence and can be used when no 
evidence of the actual offence can be 
obtained; it can carry a heavier sentence 
(than the actual offence); it can involve any 
number of persons; it has to be tried before 
a jury; it often involves a 'show' trial 
adding to the apparent seriousness of the 
case, and it can lead to new and dubious 
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police methods of obtaining evidence (e.g. 
the surveillance by video-cameras in the 
Lewisham 19 case). 

Ttie guilty verdicts on the affray charges 
must not be seen as a defeat for the right of 
self-defence. For the prosecution's decision 
not to proceed with the conspiracy charges, 
and their failure to secure a single 
conviction on the charges of possession of 
offensive weapons and assaults occasioning 
actual bodily harm, vindicate the 
defendants' assertion of their right to go on 
to the streets, armed if necessary, in defence 
of their community, and their right to 
defend themselves if attacked. Additional 
support for that message comes from the 
jury's acquittal on the affray charge of 
Parvez Khan, who agreed in his evidence 
that he had hit a police officer, but said he 
did so in self defence. 

At a public meeting held in January in 
the aftermath of the trial, the youth of 
Newham showed that they would not be 
deflected from fightin� racism and racist 
attacks in the future And the Defence 
Committee will continue to fight over the 
issues raised by the case - policing in 
schools, the Police Bill, racism in 
education. Their work, and the alliances 
and strengths built up in the months leading 
up to the trial, will not be lost. 

POLICE IN SCHOOLS 
The activity of police officers in and around schools without any 

proper control remains of concern to us as does the general problem 

of 

in 

racist attacks 

schools - part 

upon black 

of what may 

school children. Police 

be called 1 mul tiagency 

activity 

policing' 

needs to be closely monitored if \ve are to avoid a repetition 

of the incident that occurred at Chingford High School in nej gh
bouring Waltham Forest, where a black boy was wrongf ully held by 
the pol ice on suspicion of having carried out a 1 mugging' after 
his school had supplied the local home beat officer with the names 
and addresses of all black school children attending the school. 

Situations we wish to highlight include: 

1. The use of security guards in one school. 

2. A case brought to our notice involving one Mr. N,  a juvenile. 

On looking further into his case we found that the home beat 

officer was a regular visitor into the school. 

3. Police entry into schools without proper control and procedure 

(based on cases that we have handled) - in one case, a black 

schoolkid was accused of taking part in a burglary by plain-

clothes police officers. This �vas clone on school premises 

without due care and to the fact that they were questioning 

the boy in public. 

It seems that unfortunately the local police have learnt little 

from the Newham 8 case. After a racial attack on Asian school 

children wal.ting for a bus outside a school in Canning Tmm, the 

police response to someone who informed them of the attack, almost 

immediately, was to tell the complainant to go and arrest the 

attacker himself - and then only would they take any action. 

In particular racist 

School have continued 

at tacks around 

unabated. Such 

Little Ilford 

at tacks have 

and Langdon 

ranged from 

spitting and abusive language to stabbings and in one case of a 

sniper attack upon a black schoolgirl. It is a sad reflection 

on those in authority that certain headmasters of local schools 

prefer to blame the Newham 8 Defence Campaign for these all ack'> 
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rather than attempt to develop a positive anti-racist education 

policy, which would give firm guidelines to teachers and those 

attempting to stop these racist attacks. In one instance, a local 

headmaster told Newham 8 Defence Campaign leafletters that they 

were risking provoking a white backlash. 

ln a replication of the Newham 8 incident, seven Asian youths face 

minor charges of obstructing the highway and the police. This 

\,·as after responding to racial attacks at another school in the 

Borough h'here again there had been no police action. Observers 

of Newham Monitoring Project witnessed plainclothes police off icers 

and the District Support Unit again in operation during the arrests 

as well as racist language and in one case an assault by officer 

K.603 upon one of the seven youths. The Project is actively 

involved in the defence of these seven youths. 

Over the coming year we will be campaigning for guidelines to 

control the activities of police in schools and effective guide

lines to fight racism and racist attacks in schools. This is to 

include providing protection to those atte��ting to implement these 

guidelines. 
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CONFERENCE ON 'RACISM, THE 
POLICE AND EDUCATION' 

The Project organised a successful �-day conference on the theme 

of "Racism, the Police and Education" on 1.10.83. The confer

ence attracted support from 200 people from a wide variety of 

local groups, community organisations, white collar trade unions, 

black organisations, etc. as well as support from NUT branches, 

Newham 8 Support Groups and anti-racist organisations outside 

Newham. 

The main aims of the conference were to (1) build support for 

the court case of the Newham 8 ,  ( 2) analyse the implications 

of the case, viz: racist attacks upon staff and students in 

schools and develop effective strategies to counter these attacks 

as well as racism in schools generally, the whole role of pol

icing in schools and the implications of the Police Bill and 

new styles of community policing now being developed, (3) discuss 

the role of unions in fighting racism, (4) promoting the debate 

in Newham - which to date has been scant - around the question 

of anti-racist education and wider questions of police account

ability and police racism - from here to develop local init

iatives and strategies for 1984. 

The conference was structured so as to discuss in workshops 

the whole field of anti-racist education (and how it differs 

from mere Multi-cultural Education), led by Colin Prescod, the 

Police Bill and issues raised by it, led by Cecil Gutzmore, 

the role of unions in fighting racism, led by John Fernandes 

and community policing and the role of police in schools, led 

by Paul Gilroy. A.Sivanandan from the Institute of Race Relations 

in the main session provided an overall framework for the various 

but inter-connected issues by speaking on general strategies 

for fighting racism. Other speakers in the main session included 

the Ne\vham 8 Defence Campaign and Stella Dadze (Haringey Black 

Pressure Group on Education). 

The role of the conference in strengthening the credibility 

and roots of the Project cannot be overestimated. The confer

ence provided the first-ever forum in Newham for these important 

issues to be discussed - issues which are part of our daily 
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struggle and too often left to 'experts ' and 'academics' - and 

more importantly gave local people the c hance to express their 

views based on their experiences. Against the background of 

the Newham 8 c ase the c onference was particularly useful in 

helping us to c hart and direct our work for 1984. 

Following a resolution from the Police Bill workshop a Newham 

Against the Police Bill Campaign was J.aunched. The workshop 

on community policing resolved to oppose neighbourhood watch 

schemes, and other forms of ' community' policing which are basi

caJ.ly intelligenc e-gathering exercises and do not remotely touch 

the question of police accountability; it passed a motion of 

'no police in schools' and c alled f or strict c ontrol of such 

activity where it takes place as 1vell as opposing the passing 

of information to police and police access to school files. 

The plenary session was a useful forum to obtain an overall 

view of the discussions that had taken place in the workshops. 

It was resolved to ' note the growth of a police-centred and 

controlled inter-agency approach to c rime prevention and neigh

bourhood watch schemes which seek to greatly expand the involve

ment of community groups in police information gathering'� 

It also resolved to c all on participants at the c onference to 

promote a polic y of non-co-operation \vith the police in either 

neighbourhood watch or 'multiagency' c rime prevention schemes. 

The different resolutions - which \vill form a base f or the c am

paigning work of the Project over the next year - have to be 

understood in the light of Newman,s policing strategies for 

London which c an be seen in 

"the Police Bill, for instanc e, which puts the people 

within easy reach of the police and the police beyond 

the reach of the people; in the joint H.O./OOE/DHSS/DES 

and W.O.Draft Circular, August 1983 , which invites 

'police, local agencies and departments, to draw upon 

their 'shared potential' to control crime, and in the 

tell-on-your-neighbour and defend-your-property pro

grammes known as Neighbourhood Watch and Property 

Marking." 

(Editorial, Race and Class: Autumn 1983) 

- so -

The conference would never have been the s uccess that i l 1.-as 

if it hadn't been for the hard work put i11 !Jy <.lffi1iatcd grou ps , 

partic ularly Newlwn1 \v'omens Gro11p, Nc1•hant Teachers ActioJl Gro up , 

Ne1•ham NALCO and other individual local activj_sts. \,'�� �>·ouJd 

also l-ike lu th<.lnk <tll t he speakers, and Lhe staf! uf the Jnst.

itute of Rnce Relations who pl a yed such u supporLivc roJc jn 

the build-up to the conference . 

Par tid pants c:1t. Conference 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
"CLIMATE OF TENSION AND FEAR IN LONDON'S 

EAST END - RACISM AND THE POLICE" 
'In three East End boroughs there is a devastating loss of faith 

in the police because of 

::::;:;:��* 

*�::.�:: 

the consistent non-response of the police to violent racist 

attacks 

the overt violent racism of the police towards black people 

\.Je demand an end to this despicable behaviour, and demand an 

accountable police force.' 

(Press statement issued by: CAPA (Tower Hamlets), Ne\vham 

Monitoring Project and Waltham Forest Police Monitoring Group). 

At an enormously successful press conference, sponsored by Ian 

Mikardo MP, Ron Leighton MP, Paul Boateng, GLC Councillor, and 

Tony Banks (then prospective Parliamentary candidate for Newham 

NW) in response to a deteriorating situation in East London, 

the Project highlighted nationally a situation of the 'state 

of siege' which East End Asian communities have to live under 

and the lack of protection offered by the police. The press 

conference heard first-hand accounts from people in East London 

who have been the victims of police assaults and loutish behav

iour, victims of racial attacks and people arrested for defending 

themselves against racist attacks� 

It attracted coverage in the Guardian and Times, Searchlight, 

Thames at Six, Nationwide and ITV/BBC News. More importantly 

it brought these issues, totally ignored or glossed over by 

the press, national and local, to public attention and high

lighteu a situation in East London where black people have lost 

all faith in the Met. 

As a result of publicising these serious cases of police harass

ment and brutality in the area, particularly at Forest Gate 

Police Station, a number of local organisations have since 

voiced their support for the Project's call for a public inquiry 

into this particular station. 

- 52 -

One result of the press conference \vas the front-page 'attack' 

on us by Newham Recorder which set up an interview �o1ith four 

'black' policemen who denied the existence of racism at Forest 

Gate Police Station. It is worth pointing out that the Recorder 

did not even attend the press conference, only responding to 

it after coverage in the national press. If they had bothered 

to attend the conference and interviewed the victims of police 

harassment present they would have got a far better picture 

of the local police's attitude to racist attacks. 
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THE POLICE BILL 
The Police and Criminal Evidence Bill was first published in 

October 1982. This Bill fell when the General Election was called 

in June 1983. 

The new Police and Criminal Evidence Bill was published on 27th 

October 1983. In view of the opposition the first Bill received 

before the elections, the new Bill has been unveiled in such a 

way so as to give the impression that it is less off..�nsi ve than 

the last. It is not. It is a catalogue of unprecedented and 

dangerous extension of police powers, with alarming implications 

in terms of police practice and the way in which communities and 

trade unions will be able to defend their rights. 

The Bill smacks of Emergency powers, like the Prevention of 

Terrorism Act. It is an attack on the freedom of all people. 

It follows close on the heels of the Nationality Act, the Employ

ment Act, repressive Trade Union legislation and the Government's 

attack on living standards. The rebellions of the summer of 1981 

in Brixton, Toxteth, Handsworth and various other places have led 

the police to invest in CS gas, plastic bullets, water cannons 

and special riot squads - Instant Response Units. Policing -

Northern Ireland style. 

The new Bill makes lawful the abuse of existing powers and est

ablishes the authority of the police on the streets through random 

harassment and arrest. Proposed community policing and neighbour

hood watch schemes will provide the police with information from 

schools, youth clubs, advice centres, social services departments 

and next door neighbours to enable them to control and police our 

everyday lives. 

New Powers 

The Police Bill would give the Police new powers, including powers 

to: 

* set up random road blocks to stop and search on "reasonable 

suspicion" for offensive weapons and "equipment" for stealing. 
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search the houses 'Of persons not suspected of a crime for 

'evidence' of a serious arrestable offence. 

Arrest people (and keep them in a cell for up to 24 hours) 

on suspicion of trivial offences like parking and dropping 

litter (if certain conditions are not satisfied, e.g. if a 

name is not provided, which currently is a right for anyone 

not to do so). 

Detain persons without charge for questioning for up to four 

days on suspicion of a 'serious arrestable offence'. 

Deny access to a lawyer for 36 hours. 

Carry out forcibly finger printing, intimate body searches 

and taking of non-intimate body samples even from children 

as young as 10 years. 

Campaign to Curb Police Powers 

When the Police Bill was first introduced in November 1982, a 

national body called 'Campaign to Curb Police Powers' was esta

blished to build and mobilise opposition to this Bill and any other 

extensions of Poli c e PO\,•ers. The rlonitoring Project, lvhich \vas 

affiliated to the Campaign, played a role in mobilising local 

suporL against the Bill. It produced and disseminated literature 

on the proposed extension of police powers, organised talks and 

discussions on the Police Bill and its implicution. 

In June 1983 the Monitoring Project organised a successful picket 

of Forest Gate Police Station in protest at the extension of police 

powers and also to dra1v the general public's at tent ion to thj s. 

THe Monitoring Project also mobilised support for the National 

Demonstration in the same month. When the General ElecLions 1vere 

announced in June, the Monitoring Project thought it important 

to raise the issue of racial attacks and police jndHference to 

these, police harassment and brutahty especially to bl8ck peop] c 

and the proposed Pol ice BH 1 as an E' 1 ec U.on issue. 
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Newham Campaign Against the Police Bill 
Following the conference on 'Racism, the Police and Education ' 

organised by the Monitoring Project, a resolution was passed at 

the Police Bill workshop and approved by the 200-strong conference, 

to set up a Newham Campaign Against the police Bill. The Monitoring 

Project, which is affiliated to the Newham Campaign, has played 

an active part in the Campaign's activities. 

The Newham Campaign has produced and d isseminated literature in 

the form of leaflets so as to make people aware of the draconian 

powers that the Police Bill proposes. In addition a programme 

of events, including talks and discussions on various aspects of 

the Police Bill, Public Meetings, and a one-day community event 

have been organised. 

The local Campaign, which is affiliated to the National Campaign 

Against the Police Bill, participated and supported the activities 

of the National Campaign, including the National Conference in 

November, the picket of Scotland Yard and the National March on 

21st January 1984. 

The local Campaign worked \vi th the Council Police Sub-Committee 

to produce a leaflet explaining the proposed new police powers 

(also in Punjabi and Urdu) and its implications. This was dis

tributed to every house in the Borough of Newham. 

In all, apart from supporting and being involved in all the 

activities of the local Campaign, the Project has also d isseminated 

and made available information on the Police Bill to local groups 

and ind ividuals. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND 
COMMUNITY POLICING 
The first issue of Newham Monitor in 1984 will look in d etail into 

the new schemes of policing now being introduced in London and 

gradually being adopted by police forces throughout the country. 

In this report we look briefly at the issues involved. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Neighbourhood Watch is but one aspect of Newman's overall plans 

for policing London. Introduced by the Yard on 6. 9. 83 the plan 

followed a visit to the USA by Supt. Brian Turner, Head of the 

Met's Police Crime Prevention Unit, and Detective Inspector Peter 

Barker. Neighbourhood \�atch involves the community, through 

existing structures such as tenants ' associations, policing itself 

and passing on information about anything suspicious to a collator 

at the local police station. According to the Sunday Telegraph 

of 12.6. 83 - 'Volunteers will help to organise their local area 

of no more than 200 homes into a watch zone where prominent window 

stickers will warn the criminally minded that their movements are 

being observed by neighbours . • • residents will be encouraged to 

become 'nosey but not medd lesome' in support of the police 

officers will, through residents' associations, establish a ' con

tact' in each street of a chosen area who \vill d istribute leaflets 

and encourage support of the watch'. 

Put bluntly the community is being asked to ' spy' on itself. 

Neighbours are being asked to pass on hearsay information to the 
police. Furthermore, the scheme will be led and d irected by the 
police, who will also appoint the 'ward en' or 'contact' or vet 

their appointment. The people supplying the information are not 

accountable to anyone for the information they pass on. They arc 

guaranteed confidentiality by the police and will never therefore 

be held responsible to the people concerned f or anything they may 

say about them. 

There is also an inherent danger in the sort of people �·ho arc 

likely to participate in these schemes. They may not be repres

entatives of an area. There is a real d anger that such partici

pants will be 'concerned citizens' - Express and Telegraph readers 

- who may already have inbuilt prejudices and stereotypes agaj_nsL 
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black people, youth, women, etc. Better-heeled, more civic-minded 

suburbs would take the initi ative, thus creating a class bias. 

One e f f ect will inevitably be the greater criminalisation of young 

people in general and black youth in particular. One has only 

to look at the pamphlets issued by Scotland Yard outlining and 

public:i.sing the scheme which are printed only in English and show 

mainly white people, except for one black 'mugger' ' mugging' an 

old \-Jhite lady, the standard stereotype so often portrayed by the 

media. I n  a ddition, a lthough a lot of the information passed to 

police \vill seemingly be 'trivial ' e . g. 1-Jho keeps unusual hours, 

the poli ce have said that the information will be fed into local 

micro-computers, which in 

computers. This fits in 

turn 

with 

will be linked to central police 

Newman's strategy of 'targetting 

and surveillance' which aims to dra\v on as much data and intelli

gence about the community so as to build a detailed picture and 

thereby identify potential criminals and make a rrests after sur

veillance. 

There can be no proper check made on the accuracy of information 

collected and police records will be exempt under the terms of 

the Data Protection Bill introduced in the last session of Par

liament and so the people concerned wil l never know w hat inform

ation is held about them or be able to correct anything that is 

wrong . 

The scheme is fraught with other inherent dangers e.g. if your 

neighbour does not like you he or she can quite easily report on 

1 suspicious' activities around your h ome - in South Wales, Neigh

bourhood Watch schemes have been asked to 1 report even seemingly 

t ri vial incidents - a strange car going up a cul-de-sac is worth 

noting '. A neighbour with racist/fascist sympathies is quite 

likely to report on  a black family and so on. 

Also there remains inherent dangers of a vigilante force, so often 

favoured by far right groups, being s et up. The Chie f Superin

tendent o f  suc h a scheme 1 n  Cardiff h as admitted t hat 'some street 

wardens felt they were joining some sort of vigilante group'. 
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Neighbourhood Watch Scheme does nothing to solve the appallingly 

low clear-up rate of reported crime ( 17%), diverts attention from 

the key question of accountability of the Met (non-existent at 

present) and will extend the already massive intelligence capacity 

of the poli ce. 

Mu l tiagency Policing 

Neighbourhood Watch S cheme is but one part of the extended role 

now being accorded to intelligence gathering in police operat ions. 

Multiagency policing has been most enthusiastically propound ed 

by John Alderson, the ex-Chief Constable of Devon a nd Cornwall, 

who also cal led i t  ' proacti ve '  poli cing to distinguish it from 

preventi ve policing. 

"\�hereas preventive policing tends to put t he system on 

the defensive, proactive policing reaches out to pen

etrate the community i n  a multit ude of ways. Unlike 

reactive po licing, and to  some extent preventive pol

icing, proactive policing envisa ges a more pervasive 

effect. It seeks to reinforce social discipline and 

mu tual trust in communities, while having due regard 

for legal discipl i ne a s  it always must. ' 

i"lultiagency policing fiLs into N ewman's st rategy as revealed, for 

instance, in a speech to t he Association of Chief Executives of 

London Boroughs in March 1 983 where he talks of 'input from loca l 

government departments and other agencie s ' . In essence, the 

strategy involved liaison between police and social welfare 

agencies such as proba tion, social services, schools a nd education 

\-Jelfare officers. This would entail not just co-opera tion between 

these agencies but \voul d mean in formation coming into a central 

pool , controlled and directed by the pol i ce ,  from local authorities 

and local and government agencies (e.g. the Home Office's Imm

igration Department), police records and intelligence gat hered 

by home beat officers and through Neighbourhood \,fatch Schemes. 

The e ffec t s  o f  Multia gency poli c i ng can be seen in a t tempts made 

to secure the co-operation of youth workers, social workers, e tc., 
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to pass on information about their 'clients' to the police. Back

ground papers on a new neighbourhood policing project in London 

involving multi-agency co-operation state: 

"The police policy formulated must be expanded to ack

nowledge and influence policy decisions made by all other 

agencies who provide any kind of service to the comm

u nities. Where the policies are incompatible the police 

must make forcible attempts to convince the other parties 

as to the value of a co-ordinated approach '. 

Towards a Surveillance Society? 

\hthout wishing to present too dramatic a scenario, one has to 

ser iou sly consider the implications of Newman's strategy. Tar 

getting and surveillance, intelligence gathering, a policing policy 

\,·hich sees "crime control as just one aspect of social control" 

(Kenneth Newman) and multiagency policing are schemes which as 

a N ew Statesman editorial on 23 . l . U3 pointe d out ' carry \vith them 

ver y real dangers of the rapid erosion of basic civil liber tie s 

and rights of privacy - particularly when combined with ex pansion 

of police and other computerised data' . 

In particular our findings of casewor k and work done over 1983 
as previous chapters indicate, show that the black community of 

N ewham (and elsewhere) has always lived with this type of heavy

handed policing. 

In Newham we will continue to moni tor and inform local people of 

the implications of these schemes as and where they take place 

and assist in the development of a ppropr iate community and trade 

union opposition. 
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EDUCXfiON 
The e vents and work of the past year, and in particular the success 

of the N ewham 8 Campaign and the issues it has r aised has t aken 

the debate on anti-racist education forwar d in Newham, and has 

meant that racism in the education system can no longer be ignored. 

Our own policy document on anti-racist education ha s been widely 

circulated in the community, to schools and the Education Committee 

of the Council. Some schools such as Plashet and Cumberl and have 

u sed it to for mulate their own school anti-racist policies. i"lany 

schools have been using anti-racist teaching materials produced 

locally, with positive results. 

The Project orsani sed a very successful conference on ' Racism, 

Education and Police' in the Autumn. It attra cted London-wi de 

support. Amongst other things i t  called for a policy of no p olice 

in schools as long as the police fail to deal with racial attacks. 

It i s  encouraging that Newham has at last begun to devote resource s 

and personnel to ' multi-cultural' education. We will continue 

to press for clear a nti-racist policies and curr icula, a nd these 

re sources must be directed toward s  that end. 

\.Je hope that the worki ng  party being set up by the Edi.ication 

Commit tee on 'Multi-Cultural ' Education will for mulate clear anti

racist guidelines f or school and as a pr iority i mplement certain 

proposals immedia te l y ;  that all schools monitor racist incidents 

and inform the LEA; that the LEA prosecute racist attackers i n  

and around schools \vhere the police fail to do so; that the LEA 

empl c;y people to remove racist graffit ti j n  and around school s 

immediate ly . We reccgn ise that long- ter m changes are needed to 

achi eve anti-racist educa tion in the true sense - and that schools 

should be all ocated the time and resources to do so. Such commit-

ments would be F positive start. 

We plan further work to build active support in the local NUT and 

NUT school groups. This will ensure that teachers will work \v'ith 

the community and parent s to take practical steps to press for 

the policy changes that would ensure t hat the maximum i s  done to 

prevent the r acist attacks which l ed to the N ewham 8 tr ial, that 
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youth like the Newham 8 who fight racism receive the ma ximum 

support, and that each school takes a clear and public stance 

against racism. 

In the coming yea r  we will be set ting up a working group with 

parents and teachers to press further for these c hanges. We want 

our policies discussed and acted upon in every school in the 

Borough, by the NUT and the LEA. In the meantime we wish to thank 

all those who have supported us and helped in t he fight against 

racism in our schools. 
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HOUSING 
Newham Council's Housing policy and its complacency in tackling 

racism and racist a ttacks on its estates has been much c riticised 

by organisations such as t he CRE and the GLC. Nearly 25-30% of 

the population of Newham is made up of people of Asian or Afro-

Caribbean origin. And y et no concrete a ttempt has been made by 

Newham Council to tackle the issues t hat affect black people. 

This year alone, 25 cases of vicious racist attacks have been 

referred t o  us . A large n umber of cases have a sked for transfers 

to safer a reas. However, we have found that even a family under 

seige have to wait anything from 3 months t o  6 months before t hey 

are moved. So far only l family we know has actually been trans-

ferred.  In  other cases, where the offenders are known by the 

family and live in Council property , no attempt is made by the 

Council to consider the possibility of legal action or getting 

the police to prosecute the offending family . Furthermore, 

while the Council appear quite willing t o  write letters of t h e  

possibility of eviction i f  a family makes a lot o f  n oise or plays 

loud music, t hey do not appear to take similar ac tion a gainst white 

families who a re harassing black n eighbours. Newham Council a ppear 

to have a negligent attitude to the problems of black tenants. 

All the estates known to us seem to be c overed with racist graff

iti. They are a consta nt reminder of the possibility of racj_st 

attacks. Unlike other Borough Councils, and the GLC, Newham has 

not even made an effort to remove offending graff it ti. Again no 

attempt is made to prosecute the people who ca use c r iminal damage 

to property. 

In order to c hallenge and c hange Newham Council' s  housing poU c y, 

we have organised a preliminary meeting with other local orgun

isat ions t o  c onsider ways in  which the challenge c ould be a pplied. 

We can but condemn Newham Counc i l  for abetU ng wj th racists in 

making the lives of its black tenants a misery, and for not being 

able t o  put into practice a more sensitive and workable anti-racist 

housing policy .  
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WORK WITH OTHER GROUPS 
Police Sub-Committee of Newham Council 

The Police Sub-Committee of Newham Council was set up at the end 

of the year 1982 and had its first meeting in February 1983. 

The Monitoring Project assisted the Police Sub-Committee by pro

viding every committee member with literature packs on issues 

including police accountability, terms of reference, composition, 

etc. Details of activities of other police committees in various 

boroughs were also included. 

The Monitoring Project has also thought it necessary that there 

be some representation in the form of an o bserver of the Police 

Sub-Commit tees meeting so as to work together in whatever areas 

possible. It is also envisaged that through this involvement the 

Police Sub-Committee would in the future play a more active role 

in campaigns, like they have done in the Newham Campaign Against 

the Police Bill. 

Other Police Monitoring Grou� 

Over the past year the Monitoring Project has on a number of 

occasions worked closely with Police Monitoring Groups in other 

Boroughs. 

One of these occasions was when a joint press conference was held 

with CAPA (Tower Hamlets) and the Waltham Forest Monitoring Group 

(see page for details). This proved to be highly successful. 

On other occasions we have also supported various groups in their 

local campaigns and also help to disseminate their literature 

concerning these campaigns to the widest possible public in Newham. 

The Monitoring Project has also participated in the meetings of 

the London Association of Police Monitoring Groups. This platform 

has enabled the various Monitoring Groups to discuss their work 

and experience in their own areas and also mount joint campaigns 

wherever possible. 
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We attempt to liaise and work wherever possible with NCCL, Release, 

the National Campaign Against the Police Bill, Institute of Race 

Relations, etc. 

We have also supported and contributed toward the proposed all

London Legal and Emergency Service. Assistance has also been 

provided to various other monitoring groups in and outside London 

in their formative stages (e.g. Sheffield, Hounslow, Lewisham, 

etc.). In addition we have also worked closely with groups outside 

the Borough in the Police Bill and other anti-repressive campaigns. 

Greater London Council 

In the past year, the relations between the Monitoring Project 

and the GLC, especially the Police Committee, has been one v.•hich 

is mutually beneficial. 

\�e have contri buted wherever possible to the compilation of various 

GLC reports. In particular, the GLC report on Racial Harassment 

drew heavily or'\ the evidence submitted to them by the Monitoring 

Project. 

The Monitoring Project has also liaised with the Police Committee 

Support Unit on various issues and also kept them informed of the 

Project' s work. 

Regular articles have been submitted to the Police Committee's 

monthly magazine ' Policing London' and in addition the Project 

has also assisted the Support Unit in compiling information on 

police practices, complaints and other policing issues· in the 

Borough of Newham. 

In turn, the Project has benefitted from the GLC Police Committee's 

extensive knowledge of policing in London which has aided us in 

with our work. It has also provided various procedural matters 

the Project with extensive amounts of literature which has been 

constantly distributed to the widest possible public in Ne,>ham. 

The Support Officer at the Support Unit, who 1 iaises with the 

Project, has been extremely supportive and helpful. The funding 

provided by the GLC Police Committee has assisted the Project 
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tremendously in continuing with its work. 

Finally, the Project has also become involved in the GLC' s Anti

Racist Year Police Group where we intend to contribute in whatever 

way possible. 

Over the last year, our work and experience with other groups has 

expanded both in scope and variety and will do so in the following 

year. 
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OUTREACH AND 
DEVELOPMENT WORK 
NMP is putting an increasing emphasis on educational work which 

started in 1982 and has been developing steadily over the last 

year. One of the three workers will be assuming specific respons

ibility for this area, the aim in 1984 being to reach out to every 

single community group in Newham. 

We regard this form of work as extremely important because ( 1) 

we find most people not aware of their rights - if the Police Bill 

passes into statute we expect the situation to deteriorate even 

more ( 2) it is only through this type of work that we can manage 

to counter the bias of the local Qedia and (3) by maintaining our 

link with the community and involving more people in our work we 

hope to develop local community opposition and organisation against 

the present threats to existing civil liberties and increasing 

state authoritarianism. 

Education and outreach work has taken a number of forms: 

1. Annual General Meeting 

The AGM of the Project, held on February 6th 1983, was attended 

by 50 people and was instrumental in setting the tone and direction 

of our work over the year. Apart from attracting new people to 

the Project it enabled us to elect a broadly-based Management 

Committee which was so effective to our work over 1983. John 

Fernandes (lecturer sacked by Hendon Police College after his 

exposure of racist esays written by the cadets) spoke about racism 

in the police force and his experiences at Hendon Police College. 

B. Johal from the Newham 8 Campaign stressed the importance of 

the case and urged support for the Campaign. Ron Leighton, NP 

for Ne\vham NE, and Tony Banks, MP for Newham NW, both pledged 

support for the work of the Project and warned of the dangers 

posed by the Police Bill. The Project resolved to give full 

support to the Newham 8 Campaign and totally oppose the intro

duction of the Police Bill. In order to obtain maximum involvement 

of the membership in the Project it was agreed to have quarterly 

general meetings, put more emphasis on campaigning \-'Ork and use 

every channel to increase local representation in the Project. 
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2. f"leetings 

The Project organised a public meeting on 1 3.4.83 on the theme 

of 'The Police Bill and Police Accountability'. Over 100 people 

attended to hear Paul Boateng, Chair of the GLC Police Committee, 

Lloyd Ramsey (First Avenue 11 defendant), M. Johal (Newham 8 

Defence Campaign) and Courtney Griffith (GLC Police Committee 

Support Unit) speak on the Police Bill and harassment by Forest 

Gate Police Station. 

The Project was also heavily involved in organising and supporting 

public meetings of the Ne,•ham 8 Defence Campaign and Newham Cam

paign Against the Police Bill. 

In addition we also organised quarterly open meetings of the 

Project in different venues around the Borough. Each of these 

meetings attracted fresh support from local individuals and org

anisations, introducing them to our work, making them aware of 

the extent of racism and racial at tacks in Newham, and in some 

cases encouraging a more active participation in the Project. 

3. Newham Monitor 

Two issues of ' Newham Monitor' \vere produced during the year with 

2,000 copies of each being circulated in the Borough. The Monitor 

plays a crucial part in our work as '"e see it as one of our main 

channels of communication with the local community. Through our 

1982 Annual Report, quarterly reports oE our work and monthly case 

reports we endeavour to keep an up-to-date picture of racist 

attacks and police harassment in Lhe Borough and disseminate 

information to local groups and other interested agencies. 

4. Talks and Links with Local Groups 

Through educational talks to local groups we have managed to r aise 

to a wide audience the debate about police accountability, civ_;· 

liberties issues, new policing tactics and strategies and the 

problem of racial attacks and harassment. 
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Over the last year we have given talks on the above issues to local 

youth clubs, youth workers, social workers, trade union branches, 

Labour Party wards, teachers' groups, black organisations, black 

womens groups, unemployment centres, local colleges and students 

doing project work. We have also given talks to groups and indiv

iduals outside Newham, either giving talks about our work, ass

isting students doing research work into the field of police

community relations, given talks around the country on the Newham 

8 case to numerous anti-racist and black organisations and helped 

and liaised with anti-racist organisations monitoring racist 

attacks and police harassment on a national basis. 

Useful co-operative links exist with Newham Rights Centre, local 

advice bureaux, local Asian youth organisations and other comm

unity groups, e.g. Community Links. 

We realise that we still have to reach a much wider audience. 

The racism that exists in tenants associations, the need to make 

official structures waken up and take into account the problem 

of racism that exj_sts in Newham and get more than paper support 

from affiljated organisations are areas of immediate concern. 
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PUBLICITY 
We regard this as important because we feel 

and police harassment should not just be 

but be publicised as widely as possible so 

that racial attacks 

taken for granted, 

as to make people 

aware that racism is rampant and alive in Newham. In addition, 

given the present lack of accountability of the Met and their 

failure to respond to racial attacks, the least we can do is 

to dra\v public attention to a serious case and make sure it 

isn' t swept under the carpet. 

Over the last year we have had extensive publicity a bout our 

work. This publicity has helped to make people more aware of 

our existence, and in some cases although uncomplimentary 

- has only served to bring us increased support. In the latter 

category must fall the Newham Recorder. This paper is renowned 

locally for its capacity to distort the truth and has over the 

last year carried out an almost unrelenting tirade against us 

and our work. Apart from its often racist and stereotyping 

coverage (see cutting at the end of this chapter) it has, in 

sp ite of repeated requests, never presented in a serious manner 

our vie\vS on police accountability, etc. In a borough like 

Newham '"here it is the sole local paper, the Recorder bears 

a heavy responsi bility to ensure that by its coverage it does 

not give tacit support to those carrying out racist attacks 

and harassment of black people. To date jt has failed in this 

respect. We have had much 111ore positive co verage in other 

ne,vspapers and magazines, in particular City Limits, Time Out, 

\.Jest Indian World, Caribbean Times, New Statesman and the 

Guardian. During the Newham 8 case the Guardian carried a 

feature article on racism in Newham and the Project (23.12.83) 
and an editorial ( 24 .12. 83) . Searchlight and the East End 

Ne\,'S have always been extremely supportive. We have also had 

regular coverage of our work in the black press ( Asian Times, 

New Life, Asian Post). 

In May 1983 ' Heart of the Matter' a BBCl programme did a whole 

hour documentary on the Project and its work which was shown 

nationally at peak viewing time. The n urn ber of a busive calls 
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left on our answering machine after the programme indicated 

the response it had! We have also featured on Eastern Eye, 

Six as well as on radio Nationwide, BBC News and Thames at 

programmes (Capital and LBC). 

In addition, Australian and Dutch radio channels have (eatured 

items a bout our \vork. We have also had coverage of our \vork 

and cases in the German and American press. 

Our publicity work has also involved helping researchers doing 

programmes about the Police Bill, racist attacks and racial 

harassment, etc. We have also been mentioned in bulletins of 

the local Labour Party, trade unions and black groups. 

ByNEILDUNCANSON l-''l'�f.t 
A 77-YEAR-OLD woman was left battered outside 

her home in a sickeniug week of violence on 
Newham streets. 

:-.t,·,. S;dlv C'him�s wa' att<�ckeu arounu miJnight on S atllruay 
altc o ojlcnon� the h;ock uoor of her ht)OIC In Stcph�n\ Hoac.l, 
Upt<>ll Park. tn let hl'r Jog Ollt. 

Sh\.· 'rotted ;J man hidul!! 111 the �;,rdt.:n. Y.ho le:tprJ tow.f:!.rd� her and 
pund1t·d her in thr fetn• bdore flccang 

8 j'�)llu· h�,.•ltc\'f lhc thu� h:..�d tlllcmJc.-d lo hurgk the houSL'. He i hlack 
:ll"•ut Sft. Wins tall, slim. l.x-twl't!'ll IX an<l 25. Any tnformattun. il 
loc relayed to Fore" Gate polocc nn55� 0711 

0� FlU DA V mnrnn>g a 5X·}<'ar-olu on an wa• atta<ked and rohhed or . 
mnrr than 11.21Kl ;tftn luc.·l•n� up wa,l!l'� from'' Furr\1 Gatr haul. I 

�11. AHl<.·rt tlowh:ll hoat n.JIIc..:tcd the:: mnncy from lhrcl;ty" in U pton 
I oii1C' ft1f hi) farm. H.edhrid!!l' �hliOI Hildie ... Ltd . of nearby Shrt:w�h u ry 
Rnad. Two men pnum:eJ on hnn and pun,hcd tum to the gnJunJ. 'I hey 
then !tllaH.hcd the vdlowcash h;l.£ ilnd tun tuwfud� WooU�ranJ!c Ro01d. 

SUSTAINED INJURIES 
:\lr. Jlowlcu. a p�ncl h�,.·ottC'4, �u�t.uncJ illJUIIL'� to his elhow. n�ht hand, 

;tnd h1 u1,1n� to Ius fare in the im.:itknt at I I.OS .t.m. off work. 
PCllil'c ha"e now j,,urJ" de�ription ''' thr n•ht'lcr� hoth bJac · Oor '" m 

h•' t\\..:llllfS. ahout .'irt. ll•ns. tall, weannJ! blue d a denim jach·t The othr-r is ;1huut �ft. 010\ auJ ""'''IC •• brown j�11.:kc1 "uh a fur 
t:tlll:u �n� infurrn;ttion �huuhJ be relet)ed tu Oct.·t:tm. f:.amonn Harn� 
at w,• , llam CID 5� Nil. 

l'\V() \It: toe mu�grr� n;u:keJ and wbiJt·d n Forc"'t Cia H." huu�C'w1fc R� 
,ht.• "alk�tl a u�y maen road on S�1u1U:w IH�t�.hL l·ml)·�l'i.ll·t•ld 
Mr�. Anne Oavi(JS(IU, of Trumpin�ICln R(l,HJ. "'"'"' w-.lt..•ng alunt: 
Wotu..lgran�..: Road when she Wil!. pulled to th�.! (!round from .,chind. 

Sht wa� loc:kc d and pum:hL"d while �he was 
on the O<x>r by the thugs who "latched 
her lwndhag, which contain«!£�. bcforo 
runnong off. 

Th< attack, at II .30 p.m . . near th< Rom· ford Hund juuctoon, ldt Mrs. Davidson 
with a blark t)'•, bruosong and scratdoe5. 

The atta•·krr�!;l����< is about Mt. 
tall and thr nt�nd Sft. 'lms . . and 
both wcrr slim. lnrormati\m to Det·sgt. 
Huxh McDowell at West Ham CJD. 

A TEEN M:JlR suffered a black eye whrn 
two thugs C\ltllckcd and robbed him ln 
Plaistow dunn)!. till· early hours of 
SaturJ:•y. 

Terry Jordan. 17, W3< walking aloug Upper 
Road whC'ne\Jpun _ _ _ 

The youths, ne btar and� 
one wh1Ce, wuh 
D. Plaistow CIO. on �74 
11 · 1Ye5tiga ting. 

Tw black ouths escaped 
wit allel containing 
£25 after allacking Peter· 
Connolly. 30, out>ide hi• horne in Sprowston Road, 
Fore5l Gate, during the 
early hours, of Saturday. 
Wc5t Ham CID are in
vestigating. 

COMMENT r • • • .. . -· - :. ?-. .. . . · . r · .. ; .:r ·: .. _ ... -

Another lesson 
in sheer folly 
By TOM DUNCAN, Editor 

T
HE foolhardv antics of :"'ewham 
l\1uniloring ProJect are nothing new. II is� 

not the first time, either, the�· han• tried to use 
impressionable )'Oungsters ·in quasi-political 
acts. 

The l�rst brainwan or offering free c oach 
ride s to join a court protest is a despicable wa)· 
or eocouraging chi ldren to lake part in 

YOUR RED ��, 
HERRING-,tA.·\ 
11' stems th<tt To"' Otmcan 

gets ca.,..U.d awav in hu 
perennial .sr.arclt for "rrd& 
�tnder the btd" (Uecorder. 
No!'ftttber 2). 

Tilt Ntooham £iyhr Deft•ort 
C(lriiJIIll{lU i.s an ttHii'pt�1u1cnt 

��t����"�fh;n� w;::.������dNot:.Yh 
Vr'tst nncl Ntwha''' E.'u.sr 
LulJour Pnrliu, 1\'t!rL·hum 
!1/ALGO and local lo/uck 
groups. Yet /Juncor•·,. tdttunul 
,·orlrttntrattd .tvlcly ou tht 
Jlrvjtrl lt u•a.s the tlttrr.,mu oj 
rltf' Ntwltam l:.'•uht Vrrt,, •. , 

;���������h��� s'c��k!�"OJfL'f, ro 
Tlte ProJrcc dnrs uot ('nsf to 

im}JrDIJ� race n.'follou.t. ft .-.nsr� 
to momtor rm.-ilil (ttrod��< lfl 
N1"•1:hnm and tht>arrn•rf�, •ifthf' lorol pollc't' wtrl t·cwtpwg•t fm 
pdliCf' i!CCOIUili!IJiilf!J -· 
I'."''MI•:S/1 Dl.'Sil/, /1/eM/J•m MoniU>rlatl'rojtcl. 
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improper activities. 
Why not go all the way and 

offer free balloons and 
candyfloss as well? 

The Project - surpris�. 
surprise - are supported 
financially by the GLC, 
suppoHdly in the cause of 
impr'O\·ing ratt relations. 

The rn�� is true. Pnlctkally 
enrything the�· do increases any 
rin that r'i.�ts bet"een people of 
different t·olours. 

When pickrts arri\·e at school 
gates on Monday, it is to be 
hop<'d thai the children show 
morr scn.o;e tluln them. 

A�YO!'iE WITII A:'ll 0-
LEVEL l� BIRD-SPOTTl'lG 
�HO�LD BE CAPABLE OF 
ntA..T. 3'·11·�� 



STAFFING AND OFFICE 
STRUCTURE 
Our considerable expansion since we were first sranted funding 

in June 1982 (casework, campaigns, emergency service, etc.) 

led to the GLC Police Committee granting us additional funds 

to appoint two more workers from June 1983. 

Jasbir Singh started on 15.8.83 as our Campaigns Worker and 

Kaushika Amin started on 8.9.83 as our Case Worker. Their 

appointments have added to the momentum and continued expansion 

of the Project. As a resul t of the additional appointments 

we are now able to devote more time to outreach work, education 

talks, liaison with other organisations and general devel opment 

\oJOr k. 

Preceding the appointment of the two new workers we were fortun

ate to be able to e mploy Shahid Til l y  and Wendy Rodrigues as 

l ocum workers. Both of them in their short time with the Project 

contributed enormously to its work while they were here. Shahid 

Tilly added ne\oJ per spec ti ves and dimensions to the Newham 8 

Campaign \vhile Wendy, apart from dealing with cases, started 

developing a comprehensive press cuttings system (as part of 

what we hope will eventually become a mini-resource centre). 

Wendy also dealt with the development of the emergency service, 

her report on its initial stage making a number of useful re

commendations which have stood us in good stead. He also had 

the benefit of a student pl acement from Pl ymouth Polytechnic 

who took responsibility for extensively advertising the emergency 

service, particularly in El6 (producing a leaflet in different 

languages outlining the role and aims of the service) and at 

the same time undertook some casework. The active participation 

of Management Committee members and emergency service volunteers 

in the Project has been of invaluable, and indeed essential , help, 

particularly when we only had one worker. \.Je have never seen 

full-time workers or funding as the panacea to the problems 

of racisia and racist attacks in Newha!il and have always sought 

to involve the widest possible number of local people in our 

work. The problem of racist at tacks and harassment is one, 

v.re feel, will only be solved by a community response. This 

at tempt to involve maximum participation is reflected in our 

structure and affiliations to the Project (affiliations stand 
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at 45 organisations and 88 individuals, and we mail 250 organ

isations) • Affiliation is open to anyone who lives or works 

in Newham and agrees with our aims and objectives as outlined 

in our constitution. 

The Annual General Meeting in February gives affiliated groups 

and individuals the opportunity to shape and influence our work. 

Quarterly Meetings give members further opportunity to question 

and comment on the work done over the l ast quarter and perspect

ives for the next. We have now started to have monthly meetings 

of volunteers on our emergency service in order to involve them 

more in the Project and in cases as well as with the l ong-term 

aim of developing a support service to case victims based on 

the volunteers network. Monthly meetings of the Management 

Committee - drawn from all sections of the community - carry 

out the policies of the Project, as laid down at the AGM and 

subsequent Quarterly Meetings, and "supervise" the work of the 

full-time workers as well as providing them with more active 

to have regular public meetings support. We also endeavour 

on issues such as the Police Bill, and through regular outreach 

organisations (see chapter on Outreach work) manage to involve 

a lot more local people in our work. In particular, the local 

Labour parties (Newham NW and Ne\vham NE), Newham \\fomens Group, 

NISAS, Indian Workers Association, Gujerat \.Jelfare Association, 

and Newham NALGO, have been extremely supportive to our work. 

Office 

The office is open from 9 in the morning to 6 in the evening. 

Overnight and at weekends the emergency service is in operation. 

In addition staff and Management Committee members undertake 

a considerable amount of evening and weekend work e.g. training 

sessions for emergency service volunteers, talks to groups, 

casework, etc. 

It is only with the commitment and dedication of our volunteers 

and Management Committee members that we have progressed so 

far and monitor with some effectiveness the activities of 'K' 

Division with its far greater and sophisticated resources. 
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FUTURE WORK 
In 1984 we envisage further expansion of the Project and our 

spheres of work. 

We hope to be heavily involved in the activites of the Newham 

Campaign Against the Police Bill and, more specifically, a day 

conference/festival on the theme of 'Repression and Resistance' 

to be held on the 31.3.84. If the Bill becomes lmv we hope to 

carry on highlighting, as \ve are doing now, its effects and im

plications. In addition we will be campaigning for youth \vorkers, 

probation officers, teachers, social \vorkers, and others who will 

be drawn into new multiagency policing initiatives not to take 

part in such schemes. He also hope, through public meetings, 

Newham Monitor, etc. to highlight these schemes and Neighbourhood 

\�atch, as widely as possible throughout the Borough - what they 

imply and the dangers they pose. 

More specifically, we hope to produce a pamphlet which will look 

in detail into the \vhole field of racism in Newham and the work 

we have done since 1980. He also hope to produce detailed dossiers 

on racial harassment and the police response in El2 and El6, from 

where the majority of our cases come, and on Forest Gate and 

Plaistow Police Stations. These dossiers will be based on the 

evidence we have gathered and the cases we have documented and 

will act as a basis for our long-standing demand for a public 

inquiry into Forest Gate Police Station. We also hope to part

icipate in the inquiry i n  to the Newham 8 case which is going to 

be sponsored by Newham Council. He will be campaigning for the 

inquiry to focus not just on the Newham 8 case but look into pol

icing in Newham generally and the specific problem of police res-

ponse to racial at tacks. We will, with the Newham 8 Campaign, 

also be working on a pamphlet outlining the implications of the 

case as well as producing a documentary film around it. 

\�e will be placing more emphasis on outreach \vork in 1984, with 

a view to securing increased local participation in our work. 

Over 1984 we also hope to develop a comprehensive support service 

for people facing racial attacks and police harassment. This 
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support service will be based on volunteers participating in our 

emergency service. Through it we hope to involve volunteers more 

in casework, improve the effectiveness of our monitoring service 

and offer more practical support to victims. Through more involve

ment of our volunteers and local people we all hope to keep abreast 

of policy experiments and strategies in the Borough. We hope· to 

further develop our work around education and housing. Through 

sub-groups of the Project we hope to consolidate the work done 

so far (around education particularly) and develop positive and 

detailed anti-racist policies in both fields. 

Our main problem inevitably is a lack of sufficient resources to 

cover our expanding work, in particular the problem of suitable 

accommodation. Although we now have three workers and have 

acquired more capital resources over 1983, this has to be put in 

context of the work we are attempting to do (increasing casework, 

a heavy involvement in various campaigns, running a 24-hour 

emergency service, etc.). This barely leaves us time to develop 

certain initiatives we have in mind e.g. setting up a mini-resource 

centre for use by the local community. 

However, at the end of the day, resources can never be an adequate 

substitute for the widest possible involvement of local people 

and groups. It is towards securing this involvement that we will 

be working in 1984. The ultimate success of the Project and our 

work depends on your active participation. This report will have 

succeeded in its objective if it has persuaded you to do so. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
NEWHAM MONITORING PROJECT 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

FOR THE ELEVEN MONTHS ENDED 31 MAY 1983 

GENERAL REVENUE ACCOUNT 

INCOME 

Grant Income 
Fundraising Income and Affiliation Fees 

EXPENDITURE 

Salaries and National Insurance 
Rent and Rates 
Heat and Light 
Telephone 
Stationery and Office Materials 
Postage 
Advertising 
Printing Costs 
Audit and Accountancy 
Hall Hire and Conferences 
Travel and Subsistence 
Bank Charges and other Expenses 

DEFICIT FOR THE PERIOD 

SUPPLEMENTARY REVENUE ACCOUNT : 

FUNDING RECEIVED 

SPECIFIED EXPENDITURE 

Equipment Purchases 
Equipment Hire 
Printing Costs 

SUPPLEMENTARY FUNDING 

£ 

9,408 
875 
219 
498 
161 
183 
120 
459 
230 

42 
39 
97 

67 
535 
166 

A supplementary grant of £5,750 was allocated to cover specified 
additional expenditure of which £768 was incurred and funded by 
31 May 1983. 
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£ 

12,092 
196 

12,288 

12,331 

43 

768 

768 

W HAT YOU CAN DO 
1. INFORM US OF ANY RACIST AT TACKS (INCLUDING GRAFFITTI, ABUSE, 

DAMAGE OR OTHER INCIDENTS) YOU KNOW OF OR ANY ATTACK YOU THil\K 

HAS A RAGIST fv!OTIVE. 

2. INFORM U S  OF ANYONE YOU FEEL HAS BEEN HARASSED BY THE POLICE 

3. 

L1 • 

5. 

ON RACIAL GROUNDS, HAVE HAD THEIR RIGHTS ABUSED, BEEN 

ASSAULTED OR RACIALLY ABUSED, OR UNNECESSARILY DETAINED 

\HTHOUT CHARGE. IF CHARGED, ASK THEi"' TO COME AND SEE US. 

LET US KNOW OF ANY POLICING TACTIC IN THE BOROUGH T HAT YOU 

FEEL NEEDS DRA\.JING ATTENTION TO. 

BRING TO OUR ATTENTlON ANYONE WHO FEELS THAT THE POLICE HAVE 

ACTED IMPROPERLY IN ANY WAY AND WISH TO MAKE A COMPlAINT. 

ADVERTISE OUR 24-IIOUR Ei' .. 1ERGENCY SERVICE. WE NEED i"IOR E 

VOLUNTEERS - JOIN TilE SERVICE, ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO PART IClPATE. 

INVITE US TO TALK ABOUT OUR \VORK TO A MEETING OF YOUR UNION 

BRANCH OR ANY COfvu'-tUNITY GROUP/POLITICAL PAinY YOU fv!AY BELO:JG 

TO. 

6. AFFILIATE TO NE\mAM MONITORING PROJECT, Cm!E TO OUR �IEETINGS 

(DETAILS FROM THE PROJECT) AND PU BLICISE OUR EXISTENCE IN 

WIIATEVER \.JAY YOU CAN. 

RACIALLY ATTACKED ? 

HARASSED BY THE POLICE ? 

Ring: NEWHAM MONITORING PROJECT 

868 8181 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

RACIALLY A TTACKED ? 

HARASSED BY THE POLICE ? 

Ring: NEWHAM MONITORING PROJECT 

888 8181 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

HELP********ADVICE********SUPPORT**** HELP********ADVICE********SUPPORT****** 

.. 




